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WARREN COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
504 North Buxton . Apt. 7
Indianola, Iowa 50125
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MEETINGS: Monthly, third. Monday at 7:00 PM at the Trinity United Presbyterian
Church-in Indianola. NEXT MEETING: February 18. Program by Marj Kline on French
Research. Roll call will be "Your French Connections". NEWSLETTER: Published -
each month, except August & December. Queries welcomed. Editor: Molly Bowlin,
Route 2, Box 211, Indianola, IA 50125 ' ‘

OFFICERS FOR 1985'

President:’ - ‘Barbara Rasko Librarian: Louise Pilmer

Vice-President:" Charlotte Hardin Historian: ' Lucille Perkins

Secretary: Enola Disbrow - Parlimentarian: Twilla Dillard

Treasurers’ Sheryl Ledlie - I.G.S. Liaison: - 'Pauline Baxendale

REgistrar" Ruth Hall -~ Editor & Past Pres: Molly Bowlin
ANMOUNCEMENTS :

* By-law teviéw was completed this past year. - The revised by-laws were adopted
at the November '84 meeting, with the major change being the WCGS club year to a
Jan.-Dec. year: instead of the past April-March year. Officer and committee duties
were re-defined as were the purposes and objectives of the club Copies of the
revised by-laws are available at our’regular meetings.

Please check the final page of thik newsletter for our 1985 membership
registration form. Current membérs have paid through March of this year with dues
for the remaining April - Decembet being due at this time. These dues have been
pro-rated. New members will pay the regular ambunt for the full Jan-Dec year.
Family surnames are also being requested at this time for our new WCGS Surname Index.
We would appreciate everyome taking a few minutes to list your. family surnames.

Hope we have all had the good fortune to add a few names since the last index was
completed!! CHECK BACK PAGE FOR REGISTRATION FORM!!!

NOTE ON YOUR CALENDAR:

The Third Ahnual Genealogical Conference sponsored by the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints will be held Friday evening and all day Saturday, April 12 & 13,
Admission of $10.00 includes luncheon on Saturday and a conference report reviewing
most of the presentations. For further info: Genealogy Library, Box 7660, Des
Moines, IA 50322 '

QUERY.’ T . - - ’ ’ :
RENFRO ,Need information: on parerts of Lorenzo Dow Renfro, b-May 1827, Madison, IL.
HALL" Parents believed to be William.Renfro & Elizabeth Hall. Wm. H. H. and
ACKLEY ' Lorenzo Dow Renfro enlisted in 16th Inf.,Co. F., same date, showing
GRIFFIN Indianola as .their residence. Lorenzo married 1l-Leafy Ann-Ackley, 1848, IA,
and 2-Julia Ann Griffin, 1854, IN. He died 1902 in Wauwatosa, WI.
Robert Renfro, 2550 E. .Beardsley Rd #57. Phoenix, AZ, 85024
A big welcome to Robert Renfro, our newest member. Hope you have good luck with
your family search!!!

PROGRESS REPORT ON BIRTH RECORDS BOOK;

Typing of the birth information’ portion of "Birth Records of'Warren County Iowa,
Through 1920" was completed this month. Most of this has been proofed. Typing of
the index has started. A number of birth records was received from the public and
these are-being processed to include in the book. Thanks to everyone for taking
time to get these records to “us! Typing should. be completed and corrections made

sometime in February, . Advertising will begin.soon.-w « - - - e e




ARCHIVES BILL SIGNED:

On 19 Octcber the President signed into law S. 905, the. National Archives and Records
Administration Act of 1984,

“nder this law, on 1 April 1685 th» National Archives and Records Administration
4111l be 2stablished as an incepondent agency within tie Executive Braunch. The
agency will te headad by the 4rcitivist of the United States, who will be appointed
by the President, with the zdvice a1 comsent cf tha Scnata.

On signing the LiLl, the Fresicent sail: “The publi: pavers ard othar materials that
the Archives sefepuacds 2re precious w2 irrerlaceadiz2 nationel treasures, and the
ageney taat looks after the tinierical vecords of the Faderal government should be
accorizd 2 3latus that is comrsurate with its importint responsibilitics.
“ndependence for the Arseivees tlhis vear, in which wa arve comrenorating the fiftieth
annivarsary ol its nweation, is & pavticularly €itting step, both practicel and.
symholic, ir achinving tast irportant goal." <ha puryose of S. 905 is to extent
indepenizuce to an ageney that mapv believe has suffaced as a res it of its place-
nent with the Cenura Jetvices Administration in 1948,

- - - — .

A GERUAR - £YFYWeald AIZSEARCE AMD DOTUMCHTSION OFNTER ie :2ing established at the
University cf Wisconsin at Fadisom, Rescarch material in the form of books, offical
donumaits, “lsvies ani syecimers of imzizrant arts aai crafts will be placed in the
Conter collection, Thc Centsr will b2 szt up to assist receeirchers in tracing their
famiiy riole in Gesmenic Ceurntries of Zurepa. For information on progress and
acquisitions, cautant THE UNIVERSITY I LISCONSIN FOUNDATION, 702 Longdon St.,

Madison, WI S5Z7¥0u, (%22, IGS rewsletter)

-

THE WISCONSIN STATT GIERFALCTICAL SOCIETY has sponsored the PIONEER FAMILY CERTIFICATE
project since 1872. Tais projcct attempts to dociunent 2s many of the 305,000

°T8om3 wne scttlod thire erier to 185) 2s possible, by recoghizing the often unique
ut unracognizer contrituticrs made by these early settlers to the history of the
state. An attractive certificate suitabl: for framinz can be issued to any proven -
descandant whother oo not tiey are cuzveatly residing ia Wisconsin. For an applica-
tion blank, sind SASE co Viscensin State Genealeogical Society, Box 5106, Madison,

BT 33725-030€  (Dee-T3S rowsleticon)

HEW GZNEALOGICLT PISEARCH CELTFR IN QUIBZC, CANADA: For those having research
"probioms in the broviacz ¢f Qucehae, For information 2hout search fees and other
Getails, send SASE %o TInstitut lic Recnerches Les Sources Du Passe Enr., B. P. 1293,
Trois~Rivarce; Quibee, Conan=. 924 312 (Dee, 1G5 Wawsletter)

MARION COJWTY, IOWA 731l 'S4 ncwsle%tar contains a number of early birth records for
that county. JAucunsss MRCS, Nex 385, Znoxville, IA, 50128. Local members may
check our neweletter for f£ile if interastad,

WAYNZ COUNTY, ICWa birth records are being published in their Oct. '83 & '84 issues
of theiw newcletter,

The cheapest toy, whish even a child can cperate is called a grandparent., From the .
Iowa City Genezlogpical Soc. VIA Wayne Couaty Cenie News. Oct. '84

FEDERATION CF GELEALOGICAL SCCIETIES 1925 CONVENTION will be held Aug 15-17 1985 in
downtown Xansas Ci:jy, M0. Feor registration and travel information write to F.G.S.
'85 Conventicn, I.0. Box 2307, Ulathe, KS, 66C€l. Over 100 display hooths available.

CENTENNIAL OR OLD SETTLERS CELEBRATION COMING UP? Need costumes? We've received a
~ataleg from Amzzon Drygnods, 2218 E. 11lth St., Davenport, IA 52803, which carries

number of clothing patterns from the 19th century as well as fabric, notions, books
music arrangements and many misc. items for the '19th Century Impression'. A
Victorian marriage certificate reproduction with space for nemes and dates is availe
able for $3.50, 8x10, ready to frame. Fun gift for a bridal shower. Catalcg is
available at the above address for $2.00, cr ask to see our copy.




NOTES BY ENOLA DISBROW ON RESEARCHING IN SWEDEN, FROH HER VERY INFORMATIVE AND
INSPIRING TALK AT OUT NOVEMBER 1984 MEETIG, TIIANK YOU ENOLA,

RESIEARCH Iit SVEDEF

To do Swedish genealogical researca, you must (1) understand their gystem of
pames. The father's first neme becmes the fwrat part of the child's last name,
i.e,,Hans Jacckeson's daughter will b2 -~ Hansdot:ter; his son will be -~ Hansson.

If thcre are too mony Hawszcons so it cre2tes problens, as in the armed services,
the nane c:n te changed 20d any nane <21 be chosen.

(2) fTake ycur pedigrse charve with you to Swedish Archives aud Churches, You
must have done cdates that ars fer ‘aite,  Iven though theve is a laazuage barrier,
redigrce charts esrae wndarstse

(3) Znow thc church parirh icx cach pereen von ar:z rescarching., Every Swed is
torn a Lutheren ond remains 2 Luthaziaa maless u .refarence is declared for another
cenominacionr, Oince 1586 parish priescs hove alvays kopt the wical records. The
pre-1879 zecords are Lk2nr ir provimcial archives. Records cf loter years are
stile ia ths (herehes, Chueches and the welled in ':hurch gerdens’ (cemeteries)
are beautifully raintalazd by th. g4 -7ecmment. 17 of cveryone's income tax goes to
the chursh, Fictur: postcoards end brochures are avialable to buy in each Church.

4y 1 your relopive lived on ~ Tarm, ccarck for the name of that farm. It
will souad like pert of an addrens. The ferm nfme will not have changed through
tne yoars,

Th2 Anderion Sookstore in Lindshovg, KS, sells very detailad maps on sections
of land showing the names of these farms., Tuy these mans in the U.S. and take them
with you o Sweden. ’

(3) Xreew which provizcicl archives you need co visit. Urite ahead to determine
the hoire and days they are open, _

. {8) Purchase the bock ‘Cradled in Swedan' from Tvertom Publishers and study
t well before your trip, 7This book will help you determine parishes and archives.

Som2 help may be obtaived from S~andiaavian American Societies, There are
ceveral large ofi’ces ia the 1.5,

Xf yoa can’t make the trip %o Swaden; you cen writa to the proper archive, but
free infrrmaticn s no longer available, '

Ynformetion is avajllable wt sal: Lake but it will be in Swedish, and you may
have great difficility decipiering the old script. ‘“ranslators are hard to find.
Making the trin o Swed2n to walk th~ puths ancestors wralked, and trying to determine
why they left, adds uuch more intercsit on? uiderstanding to the study,

(7) A4ilow plenty of time., The [w2ailver are regilonal, there are many miles
between and shert siops are not satisfving,

{8) Estoblish coatacts with o~ maay relatives in Sweden as possible. Cive
them definite datcs of your plana. wW:it= early erough to give time for a reply.

(8) It will prodably be necessary tc rent a car to meke the best use of your
time and to reach Wmore ar:as.

(13) 2o tc ihe proper provincial archives if you need more information, A
researcher will help you. It is also adviseble to hire a researcher recommended
by the archives to do further zesearch for you. He will send you detailed reports.
The researcher is paid 1ia advance and works that number of hours, or until hLe
recches a dead end, in which case money is refunded to you.

Reading the language is a barrier; spoken communication is no problem. Sign
language works well in Sweden as in other parts of the werld.,

I highly recommend going to Sweden to see the birthplaces, the relatives, the
way of life, the results of the economical system, the way genealogical records
are kept, etc. Your ancestcrs will seem very real to you and the relatives you
meet will be very glad you cared enough to make the trip.

P.S. from Enola: Just before Christmas, she received a chart with 23 more
family names with dates and places from her recearcher in Sweden. Well worth
his $50. research fee!



WCGS ACTIVITIES IN 1984
Copying, indexing, and alphabetizing the birth records 1880 through 1920 was
completed. typing of the Birth Reccids book was started this spring.

Ads were placed in "Meyers Genealogicel Scaiaty's in the USA ard Canada®,
Genealogical Helper, and "Genealogical and iiistcrical DLooks in Print" for the birth
book.,

A library workshop wes held in £pril »% the home of Louise Pilmer. Members were
invited to 1lock cver the WCSS litrary necowial, '

The annuni trip to Iowa Clty Fistorical Library was in April. Those attending were
Barb Rasko, Cuarlotte Hrndin, Iucille Pcrkins, Judy Folland and Mclly Bowlin.

Several menbers visited the mus»ur n Cor—don wxith Willa Grissom in May.
An 'unusual siory' by Les Swartslancder appear2d ir ithe IG3 newsletter.

Bob ¥nowler, reprcsentativa Tar Naticnal Sharegraphics, Inc., met with the group in
April to talk abeut the rousitility of a new Warren County History.

A numbcr of Warréen county atlas2s were zeroxed for the WCGS library, including the
19€2-03 znd CA 1920 atlares for Warren county aad the 1933 Madison county atlas.

A pot luck supper 23d workshop were held in June, with vork om the obituary file
continuise,

Members werked at the IGS library cu a regular basis.

The 19CC anl 1919 Warren county cersus recor(s were purchased for future copying
and publishing, .

A large rumber of obits werc received from Ethel Letz for our growing file.

““Yaude Wilkirs has becn clipning obits from the Indianole paper for our file, and
darj Klinc has dean clipping Warren court: related obits from the DM paper for us.

The Truro Centennlial tiok wes purchased for our litrazy.
A small showcage was purchased from Merj Kline fov use at the county fair,

The Genealogy exhibit at the fair was vory successful, with an interesting variety
of exhibites from our merbens and from other Warren county residents.

"A Guide to Rescarching in the Natisrral ARchives" was purchased in memory of
Charlotte Wiider, clerk of court far Werren n~ounty, who passed away this year.

Ten dollars was donated to the IGS computer fund.

An old family Bible was reccivcd Dy WCGS during the fair. It contains family
records from the Porcn, letchem and Tilford families.

The liadison County History was ordered. This is a new publication.

Articles requesting old tirth records from the public appeared in the Indianola
ncewspaper, These records will be included in the up-coming book,

Sheryl Ledlie began typing address labels for ‘the birth book advertising.
A showcase and storage unit was donated by Larry Bowlin for use at the fair,
Enola Disbrow journeyed to Sweden in August to find her Roots!

WCGS Board met with Mr. Ginter from the library to discuss placement of our library
material in the new genealogy section of the Indianola library.

Our copy of "Meyers Directory of Gencalogicel Society's in the USA and Canada" was
2ceived,




1985 OFFICERS

President:

Barbara Rasko 961-6758
Vice-President:

Charlotte Hardin 961-8908
Secretary: .

Enola Disbrow 961-4103
Treasurer:

Sheryl Ledlie 287-1675
Registrar:

Ruth Hall 961-4879
Editor:

Molly Bowlin 961-2797
Librarian:

Louise Pilmer 961-4805
Historian:

Lucille Perkins 961-3965
Parliamentarian:

Twilla Dillard 961-3065
I.G.S. Liaison:

Pauline Baxendale 961-2882
Past President:

- Molly Bowlin 961-2797

You may cut this page into quarters
and add it to _your club program book
for 1985. o

If you are unable to serve on the
committee named, please let Barb

know as soon as possible so a replace-
ment may be made.

COMMITTELS

PUBLISHING COMMITTEE:
Molly Bowlin, Editorx

Louise Pilmer

PROGRAM COMITTEE:
Charlotte Hardin*
Twilla Dillard

LIBRARY COMMITTEE:
Louise Pilmer*
Ruth Hall

Charlotte Hardin

Marieta Grissom

Ruth Henry
Edna VanSyoc

Mary Smart
Enola Disbrow

SPECIAL EVENTS COMMITTEE:

Sheryl Ledlie*
Willa Jean Grissom
Marjorie Kline

Peg Hutchison
Twilla Dillard
Les Swartslander

BIRTH RECORDS COMMITTEE:

Louise Pilmer*
Pauline Baxendale

ADVERTISING COMMITTEE:

Twilla Dillard*
Maude Wilkins
Charlotte Hardin

Maude Wilkins*
Barb Rasko

Marieta Gtiasoma
Sheryl Ledlie

COUNTY FAIR SUPERINTENDENTSH %gif

Sheryl Ledlie

Molly Bowkin

FAMILY RECORDS AND SURNAME COMMITTEE:

Ruth Hall*
Edna Van Syoc

HOSPITALITY COMMITTEE:

Thelma Pehrson*
Lucille Perkins

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE:
Willa Jean Grissom*
Barbara Rasko

Maude Wilkins

Joanne Amos
Pauline Baxendale

Louise Pilmer
Molly Bowlin

COUNTY FAIR STEERING COMMITTEE:

Thelma Pehrson*
Twilla Dillard

SUNSHINE COMMITTEE:.
Doris Lawson

PRINTER:
Barbara Rasko

TELEPHONE COMMITTEE:
Lucille Perkins*
Helen Lester

Vivian Fackler

Ruth Henry

Marieta Grissom
Mary Smart

Bertine Davis
Beulah Wilson
Doris Lawson
Pauline Baxendale

NEWSLETTER FILE: Ruth Hall



WARREN COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
MEMBERSHIP RTGISTRATION

Following by-law revision. Surs mamicrolhip year has been changed from
an A»riil thrzugh March yeur t5 a2 Joarmary throvqgh Decomber year. Our
current mernbirs ducs anre pai crouen Marzho 1685, To cover the April
“hrougi TooLnbar LOriod, vac cmowvrcront newlers vill be pro-rated.
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BY- LAW REVISIONS:
The second reading of the by-law revisions will be made at the November 1984
"~ meeting of the WCGS.,

The main revision in the by-laws concerns our club year. It will be changed
from the old April - March year to the mor2 common January - December year.

The Amual meeting and election of offl:2rs will be held in November. Dues ..
will be payable on September 1 and will be dalinquent October 31. These dates will.®
allow program committee time to have an up-to-date membership list in the club
program book which will be distributed at ta2 Jaruarv neeting.

Ducs for the remeinde:r of the 1985 ycar will be pro-rated. CURRENT :nerbers
will cwe $3.75 for a single wmembership tn cover May thr:ough December. CURRENT
family memberships will be $3.63 to cover the szme time period. NEW memberships
will cover January - Deco - and will remain $5.00 for single and $7.50 for a
family membership.

A FEGISTRATION FORM will be included in the January newsletter for you to f£ill
out and return to our regis:cc¢zr, Ruth Hall. This will also ask for the surnames on
which you are working to be usad ir. the 1925 Surname Index for our club., Dues
for tte remainder cf the 1935 yeer will be due with this registration form.

The revised by-laws ill further explain the duties of the officers and the
various comalctzes.

WE mil%. zoatirue t~ 132 the 84-85 program bocl: since it carries the program
threugh JAugust., Arn up-uat2 Tage will be 1azluded in tha January newsletter listing
the new ofiicars, committeas and additional memtevchin for the 1985 year.

Ve hope this revision is rit too mith 5% ar incorvanience to .you all, We
feel it will simplify pro-.:euur2e in the future, ' ‘

ThLank YOU, -~ Molly

@~ NOMINLTTHG CCPSITTEE REPOTC: .
{ The following werec uc:aiiated for office for the 1985 year:

President Barbaiu L1:' Editor Molly Bowlin

Vice-President Chariocz2 lzrdin ‘LItrarian Louise Pilmer
zcretary Frola Dist:zw distorian Livcille Perking

Treasurer Sheryl ‘ediie . Pz lipentarian

Registrar Prth Ml <. . 8. Liaison

TALY, "JORKSTOP:

The Anuwual venealcgi.:.. Wouvrshop fer beginners was held Oct 30 and Nov 1 at
the Prestyterian Churct. Those a:itenlirg were: Chris Hirsch, ladys Pettengill,
Truly Graca, Linda Brown, Jane Coduin of Indianola, and T.yneth and Chrystal
Thomason of Ilartiford. Peggy 'os >f Indierola was also registered and received the
packet of gereaiogiczal mwatirial. Barbara Rasko, Twilla Dillard and Molly Zowlin
from WICCS were the instruztors. Basic resources were discussed at the first
session, with actual research and question and answer time at the second session.

NEW INDIANOLA LI3RARY:

Thke WCGS Board met wiih Charles Girter from the Indiznola Public library on
Thursday, Nov 8 to discuss the Geanaalcgy Sectiva of the new library. Constructionm
is expected to be completec at th2 end of January, with occupation of the building
early in April. A meeting room to accomodate 150 persons will be available for
civic groups. The WSGS meterial will be housed on secured shelving and will be
available for reference wcrk vwithin the library.

~BIRTH RiCORDS BOOK REPORT:
@MN It is not too late to get your early birth records in thke book!! Please check
yur old obituaries and family records. Turn in to Maude Vilkins by December 1.
AS of November 16, 152 pages have been typed, taking the book up through the
Mc's., Proofing is underway. If you can help, please let Maude or Molly know.
Due to her busy schedule, our original typist has had to give up work on the
project. Molly Bowlin is now doing the typing, and Maude Wilkins, Lucille Perkins,
Enold Disbrow and Ruth Hall hawve been proofing.



