WARREN COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
504 North Buxton Apt. #7
Indianola, Iowa 50125

VOL. 12

NOVEMBER 1986 NEWSLETTER

Number 10-

MEETINGS:
Public Library, 207 North B,
NEXT MEETING: January 19, 1987.

The third Monday of each month except August and September at the Indianola
Visitors are welcome.
Program will be announced later.

The Roll Call for

tonight is "My best genealogical 'find' this year.
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DUES: §$5.

Published each month, except for August and December.
Molly Bowlin, 802 Kennedy St., Indianola, IA 50125.
single and $7.50 family membership.

Queries welcomed.

Dues are payable between Sept. 1 and

Oct. 31 to our registrar Mary Lou Parks, 2003 West 4th, Apt.<” Indianola, IA 50125,

We have several new members to welcome
starting in 1987!

Kaye Clark, P.O. Box 1639 USCG, Kodiak,
Alaska 99619.

Donna Crow, 119 G64 Highway, Truro, IA
50257, o

Dorothy Roeder, Afton, IA 50830.

Versal Vanordstrand, 808 N. Buxton,
Indianola, IA 50125. .
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DUES ARE NOW DELINQUENT FOR 1987. THIS IS
YOUR FINAL 1986 NEWSLETTER. If your dues
have not been received, DUES (above) will
be circled in red as a reminder. DPlease
get them in right away to be included in
our 1987 program booklet. Thank You.
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An EXPERT is a man who will know tomorrow
why the things that he predicted yesterday
didn't happen today.

* ¥ X ¥ ¥

CHRISTMAS IS COMING!! Need a gift for
someone special?? Remember them with a
gift of a Warren County History Book or
a Warren County Birth Records Book. The
history is still available for $45 plus
$3.50 mailing and $1.80 sales tax for IA
residents. The Birth Book is $25. plus
$3.00 mailing and $1. tax. Order from
Sheryl Ledlie, 3005 SE 72nd Ave., Des
Moines, IA 50320
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DID YOU KNOW . . .The term RELICT on a tomb-
stone means that the woman was a widow when
she died, while CONSORT means the spouse
survived her. (Eastern NE Gen. Soc.11/86)
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IN MEMORY
of
LEOLA C. WALLACE
JULY 27, 1901 - OCTOBER 24, 1986
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NOVEMBER IS THE ANNUAL MEETING FOR WCGS
with election of officers for 1987. A
slate of officers will be presented by
the nominating committee for election
tonight.

Committees for the new year will soon be
formed. If there is a special project
or area where you would like to help,
please let our president know.
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE: The year has passed
quickly and the new history has consumed
the energy of the Warren County Genealog-
ical Society. At this point is is the main
effort and direction of this group. Poss-
ibly that is not fair to those who have
little interest in this project, but it
takes a lot of work to fulfill that
commitment we made, We have had good
programs this year, and hopefully each
member has gained some useful information.
Also the newsletters are valuable for those
active in genealogical research. Our
membership has grown to 92, including the
new 1987 members. We had a great booth
at the County Fair and have been asked to
speak at the County Fair Board Convention
explaining how others can start a genealog-
ical booth. I hope each member will lend
enthusiastic support to our new president.
--Barb Rasko.
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I REMEMBER ARMISTICE DAY NCY=EMBER 11, 1918
Pauline Baxendale

As children growing up in the grades from
1914 on, we were much aware there was a
war going on. Many had brothers, uncles,
and even fathers who had enlisted or been
drafted for the army.

Patriotism was at a high level and we were
allowed to sing the popular war songs at
school - "Tipperary", "Keep the Home Fires
Burning" and "Rose of No Man's Land", as
well as our own patriotic songs. We even
learned the '"Marseillaise" and enjoyed its
marching rhythm,

We learned the flags of the different
countries and studied the maps of the
foreign countries our army units were
helping.

We were taught to soak newspaper in water,
squeeze them into tight balls to be dried
and used as fuel.

Reports that the army needed oil for their
various uses encouraged us to save all the
walnuts and walnut shells which were sup-
posedly gathered up and shipped to some
central location.

Housewives and cooks learned to use the
dark oatmeal and rye flour for baking, as
well as the corn sugar substitute. Neither
product was very successful.

The worst substitute in the food line was

a new product called Oleo; it was white
like tallow and tasted like suet, and was
supposed to be colored with a little yellow
gelatin bead that came in each package.

The finished product had a very streaked
unattractive appearance, and in no way
could it be called butter.

The white flour and sugar was to go to
the Army. Many tried to hoard the sacks
of flour and sugar but were fined heavily
if caught.

We girls were taught to knit wristlets for
our soldier boys and even were allowed to

knit at school if we wished. We diligent-
ly knitted wash cloths, which we found out
later they used to clean their guns.

There were no radios to inform us of the
war news so we depended on the newspapers
and telephones for war news.

Letters were highly censored but the
soldiers devised clever ways of telling
where they were located, and how far from
the firing line. In the early fall of
1918 there had been hints made and hopeful
forecasts that the war might be coming to
a close.

One night we were awakened by the continous
blowing of whistles and sirens and ringing
of bells all over town. We knew something
special had happened.

My Aunt Ruby was engaged to a soldier who was
serving as an electrical engineer in France.
I heard her sobbing hysterically in the night
as she realized the war was over and he might
be coming home safe.

The Morning of November 11 came as a tright
clear day - unusually warm for November. We
children walked to school as usual but to our
surprise found the school house locked and

a slgn on the door "No School Today". We
were confused and didn't know what to do or
where we were to go. There was always school,
that was our security. So we wandered around
toward the square where there was utter noise
and confusion. People were cheering loudly,
impromptu bands were playing in a hurried up
parade. An effigy of the Kaiser had been
quickly put together and was hanging from a
tree limb in the courtyard, later to be burned

Liquor, which had been confiscated and stored
in the court house basement, was brought out
and passed around to those who wanted it.
This only added to the noisy celebration. We
children had never seen our grown-ups acting”
so strangely and couldn't comprehend what was
going on.

Feeling we had no part in this uproarious
event, we gladly wandered back to the peace
and quiet of our homes to learn what it was
all about.

Not everyone was on the square taking part in
the celebration. Families were getting toget-
her for meals and prayers of thankfulness that
the war was over. Neighbors were sharing thei:

Joy and exchanging stories about their soldier
boys.

It was many months before the soldiers and
sailors did get home, many of them wounded
both physically and mentally, full of the
stories of their war experiences.

It was not until much later that we children
realized we had lived through a very meaning-
ful day we should always cherish and remember:
November 11, 1918, the first Armistice Day.

This is one of many "I Remember When. . ."
stories submitted for the new history.
Thank you, Pauline!




NEW VIRGINIA

"John Felton (1804-1882) came from Virginia
in the spring of 1854 with a group of men
" “king homes in Iowa. They chose Warren
..anty and entered land. On the land enter-
ed by Abraham Felton, son of John, they
laid out a town and named it New Virginia.
Mr. Felton returned to Virginia and that
same fall came back with his family. In
they spring of 1855 he built the first
house in town. It was a log house, 18 by
24 feet, all in one room with a low room
above. This was the family home until 1865
when Mr. Felton built a frame house. After
the War, Mr. and Mrs. Felton operated the

town hotel and boarding house for many years. New Virginia business in 1929 were:

He was a firm believer in a good future for
the town, and looked to the day when it
would be connected to the outside world by
a railroad. The good man lived to see his
long cherished desire realized.”

The original proprieters of the town were
John Felton, J seph and Absalom Knotts, and
Francis Read, with the first lots selling
for $25 each. Joel Mason was the first
merchant, building and operating the first
store.

msse Sherwood, a circuit minister from

. .eola, preached the first sermon in New
.1rginia, in the spring of 1855, to a small
group gathered the the new log home of John
Felton-"without a floor as yet" as one
account relates.,

In 1856 the new settlers erected a one-
room school building on West Street. It
opened in 1857 with Miss Samantha Sigler as
the teacher.

A Post Office was established on March 29,
1858, in the home of John W. 'Billy' Harsh,
the first postmaster. The following have
been Postmasters of New Virginia: John W.
Harsh, Ge orge W. Hylton, James E. Bunce,
Thomas S. Jones, Joshua S. Turner, William
H. Keiser, Michael J. Thomas, Henry C. Van-
Scoy, Alva J. Coltrane, Milford M. VanScoy,
John T. Strock, James J. Stansell, Alexan-
der J., Irwin, Clifford P. Shane, Louilse
Hatcher and Kenneth P. Reed. John S. Craw-
ford served as postmaster of Banner P.O.
1874-1875 in Sec. 7 near the Broadhorn area.

Buildings shown on an 1872 plat map include

e~German Baptist Church, a blacksmith, a

. 2100l, Methodist Church, Post Office and
lotel. About ten other buildings could

have been stores or homes.

In 1901, the town was incorporated, with H.

C. VanScoy as the first mayor. Later mayors
have been: L. E, shane, A. J. Coltirane,
George Braucht, J. J. Stansell, Fred O.

Bryant, W. H. Hasting, W. H. Crooks, C. P.
Shane, W. P. Irwin, George C. McIntosh,

George A. Jardine, Raymond Read, Paul Taylor,
Ronald Davidson, C. P. Shane, Jr., Floyd Boles,
Robert Irwin, Ronald Wickett and Herb Taylor.

Billy Davidson, the banker, may have had the
very firstautomobile in the area. Ben Ball
had a red Brush. H. B. Leachman, who came
to New Virginia in 1904, owned a 1902 Reo.

Towa
Southern Utilities, electric supplier to New
Virginia; Dewey E. lLatimer, Depot Agent for
C.B. and Q. Railroad; Dutton P. Hackett, Supt.
of Schools; H. B. Leachman and Sons, Robert
and Jean, Lumber Company; E. H. Felton, Gen.
Mdse.; Feed, Coal and Seed; Riggle and Carver,
Hardware, Implement, Furniture and Undertaking,
0. C. Russell and Son, Chevrolet Dealer, Gas-
oline sales and auto repair; Citizens Savinrgs
Bank, Frank C. Stiffler and Herbert F. Stiffler;
New Virginia Savings Bank, Billy Davidson;
Arland Smalley, Paul Taylor and George Jacobs,
Truckers; Virgil Wickett, drayman, hauling
freight to and from depot; Stewart McClimtic,
taxi service, meets all trains; Alva Gripp,
combined meat market and restaurant; Jesse C.
Brewer, combined meat market and restaurant;
Charlie M. McClure, Ford car dealer and garage;
Theo. Irwin and P. G. Braucht, general mdse.;
A. J. Irwin, postmaster; Emil J. Fullmer,
garage; Dr. G. A, Jardine, physician & surgeon;
William S. Beardsley, druggist; E. L. Thompson.
and son, Gen. Mdse.;.Forman and Watson, auto
repair; John F. McIntosh, home diary; C. M.
Sweeney, Sinclair Station; George Stapleton,
carpenter; Loren Shoup, assistant; Martin

H. Wickett, Standard Oil tank wagon; John

E. Bolyard, barber; Harley Hasting, black-
smith; John E. Felton, produce buyer; Roy R.
Allen, produce buyer; Mrs. I. P. Garrett,
cream buyer; Mr. I. P. Garrett, tin. shop;

0. Frank Taylor, produce, feeds; R. C.
Williamson, cement and masonry work;

Christian Church, no resident pastor;
Methodist Church, Rev. Clarence Moore,pastor.

The name of New Virginia became better known
in Iowa when the local druggist-farmer, the
Honorable William S. Beardsley, served as
the Governor of the State of Iowa from 1948
to 1954,

This page was abstracted from material submitted by Leota Houlette for our History Book.



Early information on Otter township by Edith Conn.

This township is bordered on the north by Lincoln township, on the east by Belmont,
by Liberty on the south, and by White Oak on the west.

It is drained by Otter Creek which runs through it entirely from south to north,
and by South River which flows through the northern part of the township from west to
east.

In 1850 the town of Hammondsburg was laid out by R. G. Hammond who came to Warren
county in the winter of 1846. This is the only town ever established in this township.
When the railroad came through Belmont township to the east, this town rapidly moved to
the railroad and became the town of Milo. The only thing remaining of the townsite is
the cemetery of Hammondsburg.

This township had but one town, one cemetery and two churches. The Hammondsburg
church was built in 1869 as a Baptist church but was established as a Christian Union
church in 1889. The Brown's Chapel church was constructed from material from the
Pleasant View church of Belmont township. This building burned in 1929. It was a
Methodist church for many years. It opened recently as a Community church after being
closed for some time.

The schools of the township were South River, North Lincoln, McClelland, Browns,
South Lincoln, Downing or Tripplett, Mt. Moriah, Burgess and Concord. (Although I find A
the Downing school listed on maps and superintendent-of-school records as Downing, some N
of the residents who attended this school remember it as Triplett. I would like to hear
from anyone who might know the details of how it acquired either or both of these names.)
the town of Milo is located on the line between Otter and Belmont townships with nearly
all the town in Belmont. The Milo school building is in that portion of Otter township.

Among the first settlers of the township were James and Alexander Bales from
Fontain County, Indiana. Thomas and Dorcas (Beeson) Benge came from Warren County,
Indiana in June 1849, James and Mary Graham and family came in October 1849 from
Monroe County, Indiana. Hollingsworths and Hightowers were also early settlers. David
Nutting was also one of the first settlers. Mrs. Nutting taught one of the first if
not the first school in the township in a log house. The Nutting home and farm and
the Thomas Benge house and land is still occupied by their descendants. (We find from
early tax assessment records, Thomas Benge was the largest land owner and the wealthiest

man in Warren County. Forty acres of his land was received as compensation for fighting
in the Black Hawk War.

From the Patron's Directory of the 1887 Warren County, Iowa Atlas: LINN TWP.

Brown, C. W. General Blacksmith. Also Dealer in all kinds of

Farm Implements Norwalk 13
Brown, D. M. Dealer in Harness, Saddles, Bridles, Collars, Whips,

etc. Work made to order. Repairing neatly done Norwalk 13
Cale, J. H. Farmer ani Breeder of Thoroughbred Short Horn

Cattle, Poland China Hogs. Also Norman and

Clydesdale Horses Commerce 6
Callison, C. G. Farmer, Stock Raiser, and Feeder Norwalk 7
Crow, C. F. Dealer in Dry Goods, Groceries, Boots, and Shoes Norwalk 13
Forsythe, J. M. General Blacksmithing Norwalk 13
Graham, Jas. M. Farmer and Stock Raiser Commerce 6
Haynes, S. Farmer and Stock Raiser. Also runs a Threshing

machine’ Norwalk
McClees, Joseph Farmer and Stock Raiser Norwalk
Miller, Wm. L. Druggist, Physican, and Surgeon Norwalk
Patrick, John Dealer in General Merchandise Norwalk
Prine, M. L. Farmer and Stock Raiser Norwalk
Rusk, J. G. Agent for D. M. O. &. S. Ry Norwalk

Wykoff, C. H. Farmer and Stock Raiser Norwalk
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1850 - Yame of each mepier 7 tha houseneld, age, sex, color, occupation,
vzlue A7 ~aal astate, cirtholace, literacy of persons over age 20.

Qﬁ" 1885 . % sren~ial atazt- serg oo naTe, =27=. sev, marital status, birthplace,
cocnpation, 4T oonative af waning g2, if owner of land, years in Iowa.
T2t - lame, aze, se, ncouration, “irtrnlase, value of real property and

cersonal property.

187C - lame, age, sex, occuration, if father and mother were foreigh or
native born, value of real and tersonal property.

(880 - rame, age, sex, marital status, occupation, birthplace and birthplaces
~T father and mo‘her. Soundex Available: Coded index of families with
~hildren ten years old and under in the home.

1885 - 4 special state census - name, age, sex, address in town or rural section
township and range, if torn in the US state is given but if born in
Towa the county is listed, if parents foreign or native born.

1895 - 3 srecial state census - name, age, sex, occupation, birthplace, religion,
if served in the military what company and regiment, if entitled to
7ote, if suhject to the militia.

19CO - Tam~ | aza, rmonth and Jear of hipth, marital status, years married ,number
"% ¢hil?ren “orn %o the wife and number living, birthplace of :parents,
coai ol immigraticon to UG, if naturalized, occupation, literacy, if
rent, or own farm or home. Ceupdew Available: Coded index to all
housebolds and =ir.les living elsewhere,

1505 - A svecial state consus - name, age, sex, occupation, birthplace, if  owner
ni home or farm, and its value, schooling, marital status, years in Iowa
and y=ars in US. This census on cards - each person has a card, adults
and children but net z2lthabetical or chronological within a county -
snd family may be difficult tn assemble, There is a Register of names,
"rwever, listed as census taker enumerated them.

(AN © v#aent release by Census Furean - similar to 1900 but does not include
nonth wnd year of bhirih. Name, age, sex, occupation, year of immigration,
17 naturalized, birthvlsce and those of parents, literacy, if property
is owned or rented.

,-,
wn
1

A special state census - listed alphabe’ically within each county - name,
*é®. sex, occupation, tirthplace, church affiliation, parent's birthplaces,
narital status. vears in Iowa and U'C, if naturalized, military service,

i1 sSroperty is owned.

YWPS - ¢ special state census - the most descriptive of all - name, age, sex,
relationship to head of family, marital status, home owned or rented,
if naturalized, number of years in Iowa, number of years in US, birthplace,
names of parents and their birthplace and place of marriage, military

Compiled by:

argaret Foster, Certified Genealogical Researcher
Rox 2599

les Moines, IA 50315

(ﬁ»\ 515-285-8031

(From the Pioneer Sons and Daughters Sept. '8s Newsletter)
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- QUERY
cox Issac COX, born 1791, married Anna Mary SPRAY (1795-1885), Was ?er mother
SPRAY Sarah MILLHOUSE? Their son Eli Cox, my g-grandfather, was born in Clinton

MILLHOUSE Co., OH in 1825. He was a pioneer builder and contractor who lived in
Madison Co. Was he the builder of some of Indianola's buildings on the
square? Helen M. Buche, 3440 3rd St. A, East Moline, IL 61244
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Taken from the Church News, newsletter of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day
Saints, September 22, 1985. (Ancestors Unlimited 5:86)

HISTORY SHOULD SHOW "WARTS", TOO

Family historians have a tendency to canonize their ancestors, according to Monte
B. Mclaws, a correspondence and family history specialist for the Church's Genealogy
Department.

In a presentation titled "Warts and All: How to Deal with Sensitive or Contro-
versial Issues in Family History", Mclaws said that historians tend to write what they
think people want to believe about ancestors.

A good historian will strive to paint a fair and accurate picture of a subject,
he said. And while that may include warts, it doesn't mean the negative must be
accentuated.

"If your ancestor wasn't a saint, then you shouldn't try to make hime one in
your family history." McLlaws said that knowledge of an ancestor's weaknesses and
strengths helps one to know the person more completely. In addition, useful lessons
may be learned from reading about ancestors' negative experiences.

McLaws offered these tips for dealing with sensitive issues in family history:

1. Establish the truth of controversial events. Facts should never be accepted on
hearsay or family tradition.

2. Deal with sensitive issues sensitively. Use tact and caution. Be careful not to
harm living persons.
3. Tell the truth, but not necessarily the whole truth. Don't sensationalize. .ﬁa%
L. Use inoffensive words to discuss sensitive issues. For example, change “"failures" |
to "adversities."
5. Remember the people involved in controversial incidents don't always have to be
¢ identified by name.

. Don't distort the overall view of an ancestor's character through telling of one
insignificant incident.






