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MEETINGS: The third Monday of each month except August and December.

We wel-

come visitors.  Coffee 6:45, Meeting 7:00pm.

NEXT MEETING: September 21,
and Relationships
this summer? o

NEWSLETTER: Published each month except August and December.
Editor:

our members to submit queries.
Indianola, IA 50125.

1987. Program: Computers and Genealogy..Cousins
bg Les Syartslander. Roll Call: What did you discover

We encourage

MaryLou Parks, 2003 W.4th, Apt.#3-D,

DUES: $5 single and $7.50 family membership. Dues are payable between Sept.

1 and October 31 to our Registrar: Molly Bowlin,

IA,

802 Kennedy St., Indianola

50125. Dues paid now will cover Jan-Dec 1987. New members receive back

issues of the newsletter to current issue upon receipt of dues.

NEW MEMBER'! !
Welcome Ruth L. FLINN, 172 40th Ave
Cumming, IA 50061. She is #94!

* * * *

a— SURNAME INDEX CARDS

. our June meeting Barb Rasko gave
a slide presentation on the correct
way to fill out cards for the IGS
surname index. The deadline for the
inclusion in Vol.5 of the Surname
Index is Jan.1,1987. In our mailing
of newsletters to those not in
attendance we included a sample so
members will have a pattern for use
in preparing their own cards. These
are not to be returned.to us. For
more information please contact the
IGS at 6000 Douglas in Des Moines.

* * E *

WARREN CO. FAIR

We will need volunteers to work in
our booth at the county fair start-
ing Sat. morning and running through
all the hours the building is open,.
through Thurs morning. PLEASE sign
up for your time at tonight's meet-
ing. This is important!!
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HISTORY BOOK

We expect to have our new Warren Co.
History Book in early August. We need
to be busy selling books. Because of
the size of our book...1211 family
Stories, 103 business histories,

404 pages of topical interest, and
many pages of pictures...the price is
now $57.20, tax included, with the
price upon receipt of the book being
$67.60, tax included. Those who. have
paid a deposit to hold a book during
our prior sales will still be allowed
to purchase the book at the original
price of $45.

Once we have the books we are sure
they will sell quickly, necessitating
a reprint. At that time the publisher
will set the price of those books.
Therefore we urge those of you who are
interested in purchasing the book to
do so quickly.

We will have sample book pages in
our booth at the fair, as well as a
copy of the index. Be sure to stop by
and examine them. On arrival of the
books we will have a distribution
program set up to facilitate the
receipt of books and the return of the
pictures originally
submitted with stories and articles.
WE WILL NEED YOUR HELP!!!
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SEND NOW, FOR YOUR FAMILY COAT-OF-ARMS

'by Sharon L. Todd, R.G.

As an amateur or profes-
sional genealogist, how many
limes have your received the
proverbial letter that stlates
“Send now for" your family
cresst and you can have it
reproduced as'a doormat, wall
hanging, stationary..,” -

Some people including either
the beginner in genealogy or
those who have been involved
for quite sometime are totally
unaware that family crests,
coats-of-arms and family
shields are awarded to a par-
licular family. Unless descen-
dancy from that royal or promi-
nent family can be proven, you
have no right to use that coat-
of-arms. Unless you have
documented proof which
withstands the most severe
scruliny, you are doing

something unethical (and in
- some countries illegal).

During the Middle Ages,
heraldic symbols were used to
designate a certain knight dur-
ing battle with foes. These were
worn on: their suits of armour,
and this'helped to identify who
was the enemy and who was
not. Usually, the design on the
crest depicted a certain event
in Lhe life of the knight: some
heroic deed or major battle in
which he-did great things for
his country. During this period
of time, many persons did nol

. wrile, and seals were designed

and set in wax Lo assure the

WGP . oramt o . &

authenlicity of a document.

In more récent times, nalions
such as Great.Britain use the
symbols to distinguish nobility,
and ‘these heraldic symbols
usually depict the ancestry of a
particular individual rather
than some great ancestor.

Arms are heriditary and des-

cend, unchanged, or: the death
of the bearer to the heir ap-
parent in the male line.
Younger sons must add marks
of difference to the arms, as
must the heir apparent during
the lifetime of the bearer to
maintain distinction.

The elements of knightly
status, individuality and

distinclion implied by bearing a .
coal-of-arms, have been consis-

lent charactleristics of
heraldry. Every man .entitled
lo a coal-of-arms is distinguish-
ed from any. other. However
slight the difference, no other
man bears an identical coat.
When a man married, the two
coats-of-arms were generally
combined on gne shield, It was
difficull al times.to combine ali
items on one shield and not

detract from either family’s

dignity. . i
The complete coat-of-arms
consists of a shield, a crest and

motto. In theory, any shape .
may be used for a shield, bul .

most use lhe .long tapering
shield, not unlike thuse carried

into. battle. Lions, foxes,
gargoyles, etc. often appear on
Lhe face of.the shield. :

Almost all coats-of-arms
have a helm and a crest. The
helm is a smaller version of
some sort of helmet worn. by
knights. The crest. usually

- reflects the interests of. the

owner or the achievements.of

‘his ancestors. The crest is atop
_ Lhe helmet.

. Most people find a.motto i..
lriguing but lack. of knowledge
of latin. . ‘ L

In English heraldry, mottoes.
are not heriditary and are not
normally mentioned in a grant
of personal arms. No authority
is needed to use one. In:-
Scotland, mottoes are
heriditary and included in Lhe
grant and are specifically posi-
tioned on the arms. Some mot-
loes are: “Firma durant” :
(Firm things last), “Gare le
pied fort” (Beware of the
Strong Foot) and ‘“‘Cave: deus
vidil”’ (Beware God Sees).

The Germans enjoy mottoes
and often make them into rid-
dles or intials, such:as “Gottes
Willegeschehe" (God’s will be .
done): : . N

Scottish. mottoes conform to -
rules and often are relevant to
Lhe different clans such as Clan
Campbell’s ‘“Do Not Fox‘get.”.%
Thére are often two mottoes —
descendant of the:-Clan Camp

(continued next page)






