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President's Letter 
 

At the time I wrote my last letter, I didn't realize that was the 

final issue for the year.  I want to thank everyone who helped 

me over the years I was president, especially the last year as 

it gave me something to focus on. 

 

Borrowing campers from my boys, I was able to camp at 

music festivals.  I also camped during our fair which was a 

new experience.  

 
I have had cameras available since I was 10 years old.  As 

you know, that means lots and lots of photos.  I have done 

quite a bit of scrapbooking with my oldest daughter and my 

daughter's-in-law.  I'm also trying to identify photos I know 

they won't be able to identify easily.  I have also worked on 

my family tree and our cemetery book project. 

 

I plan to stay involved in WCGS and IGS.  I also have been 

volunteering at Warren County Historical Society.  I retired 

from Wal-Mart where I occasionally saw some of you.  I 

didn't feel I could continue working there.  During the winter 

when we have weather like some we've recently had, I 
hibernate.  If there's not a strong reason to drive on bad 

roads, I don't. 

 

I look forward to working with our new president, Juanita 

Ott, and our other officers in the coming year.  I also look 

forward to visiting with some of you at the museum.  Again, 

thanks to all for your support and friendship. 

 Virginia Wheeldon,  

 Outgoing President 

     _______________________________________ 

 
2009 will bring closer ties between the Warren County 

Genealogical Society and the Warren County Historical 

Society.  The Historical Society has launched a new web site.  

It will be filled with photos and other information about both 

organizations.  Check out www.warrencountyhistory.org. 

 

Our other big project for this year is to begin publication of 

our updated cemetery book.  Rather than one large book, a 

series of smaller books is planned.  The first publication will 

include St. Mary's. 

 
Be sure to Join us for our first meeting, January 19. 

 Juanita Ott,  

 Incoming President 

     _______________________________________ 

 

Calendar: 
Tues, Jan 19 7:00 p.m. Board Meeting 

Mon, Jan  7:00 p.m.  REGULAR Meeting 

 General Information You Can Access 

 On a Computer (Basic How To), by 

 Carla Anders, Whittier School, 1306 

 W. Salem, Room 110. West door.  

 Come prepared with input about your  

 own favorite web sites. 

 

Tues, Feb 14 7:00 p.m. Board Meeting 
Mon, Feb 20 7:00 p.m. REGULAR Meeting 

 General Magazines, by Carla Anders, 

 Whittier School, 1306 W. Salem. 

 

Tues, Mar 11 7:00 p.m. Board Meeting 

Mon, Mar 17 7:00 p.m. REGULAR Meeting 

 Daughters of Revolution (DAR), 

 Given by Jeanne Beardsley  Whittier  

 School, 1306 W. Salem 

 

MEETNG LOCATION for 2009, at least through May, 

will be at Whittier School, 1308 W. Salem, in Room 110. 
Enter the building through the west door.  WCGS regular 

meetings are held on the third Monday of the month 

(September through May, except no meeting in December).  

Special meetings may be planned for the summer.  Board 

meetings are held at the Indianola Public Library. 

     _______________________________________ 
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If you see a red X on your mailing label, we have not 

received your dues for 2009.  If you think we have made 

a mistake, please let us know at hallross@aol.com or 

Box 151, Indianola, 50125.  If you'd like to renew your 

membership, the form is on Page 9 and should be 

mailed to our Box. 
     _______________________________________ 

 

Upcoming Events in Iowa and Surrounding States 

 

April  4 

Burlington Public Library 7th annual genealogy workshop 

featuring John Philip Colletta.  Cost has been $10 or less in 

previous years.  This man is not only a professional 

genealogist but he is an awesome story teller.  Should be 

well worth the trip and the overnight stay in a motel.  

<www.burlington.lib.ia.us> 

 
April 18 

Rock Island County Genealogical Society at the Moline 

Viking Club.  All day workshop featuring Curt Witcher 

from the Allen County Public Library in Fort Wayne, 

Indiana.  Another good one that costs a little more but is 

usually under $50.   www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/ilbgsrim> 

 

(Both of these trips are three hour drives.  I should have 

more information at the WCGS meetings.      Ruth) 

 

May 2 
Family History Conference of the St. Louis Genealogical 

Society featuring David Rencher, Director of Records and 

Information Division, Family and Church History 

Department of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day 

Saints.  He is currently director of the record digitization 

project of the church.  “This all-day conference is the 

largest such single-day event in the Midwest.  This year’s 

conference features nationally-recognized speakers, 

outstanding local speakers, a large and bustling vendor area, 

and an optional lunch.”  From their web site: 

www.stlgs.org/fair 

 
This conference draws about 400 people.  Their pool of 

local speakers is outstanding because many are associated 

with the public library and other libraries which house 

PERSI and other genealogical and historical collections.  

The conference site at the Maryland Heights Community 

Center is close to one of the beltways and there are 

reasonably priced motels close by.     Ruth 

     _______________________________________ 

 

Upcoming Events in the US 

 
May 13-16.  Raleigh, N.C.  National Genealogical Society 

Conference.  www.ngsgenealogy.org  

 

Sept. 2-5.  Little Rock, Arkansas.  Federation of 

Genealogical Societies Conference.  “Passages Through 

Time” www.fgs.org  

     _______________________________________ 

NewpaperArchive.com 

 

NewspaperArchive.com is available using a membership in 

the Mid-Continent Library which is available by paying $20 

at the library or any of its branches and doing renewals on-

line.  A personal subscription to the site costs $99.  If you 
can’t travel to the KC area but want a cheaper rate for the 

subscription, you can join the Ohio Genealogical Society for 

$32 and have free access to the site. 

 

The site “…contains over 926 million digitized, every word 

searchable, newspaper articles from over 755 cities, dating 

from 1759 to the present.  The collection focuses mainly on 

smaller towns, and covers the whole country.”  Submitted by 

Jo Culbertson to Mesa Dwellers, the newsletter of the Mesa 

County (CO) Genealogical Society. 

 

The Ohio Genealogical Society;  713 S. Main St.; Mansfield, 
OH 44907-1644 www.ogs.org  

 

OR, IF YOU LIVE IN THE DES MOINES AREA, YOU 

CAN GO TO THE STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

LIBRARY AND ACCESS IT ON ONE ON THEIR 

COMPUTERS AT NO COST.  THEY WILL EVEN HAVE 

A CLASS FOR YOU. 

 

This is from the on-line newsletter of the SHSI which is worth 

going to the web site and signing up for it at 

www.iowahistory.org  
 

“Susan Jellinger, State Historical Librarian, will offer the 

public an opportunity to learn about Access Newspaper 

ARCHIVE.com, a new research tool for historians.  The 

workshops will be Saturday, Jan. 31, and Saturday, Feb. 7, at 

10 a.m. and 2 p.m., both days.  Cost is $5 in advance or $8 at 

the door.  Each class is limited to 8 people and will last 

approximately one hour. 

 

Jellinger will demonstrate usage of the web site, which is the 

world’s largest archive of online newspapers.  Participants 

will learn how to search, view, save, and print from the full-
paged digital images of the newspapers.  Although not as 

extensive as the Historical Library’s own microfilm collection 

of Iowa papers, this online collection contains more than 300 

Iowa newspapers plus tens of millions of searchable 

newspaper papers from around the world, many dating as far 

back as the 1700s and a recent as this year. 

 

Questions or to sign up, call Susan at (515)-281-6897.” 

 

(There is also a web site called newspaperarchives.com which 

is another subscription site as part of genealogybank.com.  
Confusing if you type in the “s”. ) 
     _______________________________________ 

 

Looking Ahead to Summer 
 

The annual conference of the Oregon-California Trail 

Association will be in Loveland, CO, August 18-22.  This 

may interest people whose ancestors traveled the overland  

 

mailto:hallross@aol.com
http://www.stlgs.org/fair
http://www.ngsgenealogy.org/
http://www.fgs.org/
http://www.ogs.org/
http://www.iowahistory.org/
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Looking Ahead to Summer (cont) 

trails and, particularly, those who went to look for gold in 

California (1849) and Colorado (1859) or who traveled with 

one of the Mormon wagon trains.  The conference is being 

hosted by the Colorado-Cherokee Trail Chapter and will 

include special information on the Smoky Hill Tail through 

western Kansas and eastern Colorado (approximately I-70) and 

the Platte River Trail (I-80 and I-76).  www.octa-colorado.org 

     _______________________________________ 

 

ILLUSIVE SURNAME SPELLINGS 
By Loran Ralph Braught 

 

We know that our family was there at that time and should be 

found in records, but exhaustive searching never finds them 
any place.  We search the census, the court house clerk files, 

the cemetery records, and just about every possible record that 

should have recorded them, but alas, they just did not exist 

where we know that they should have been. 

 

Experienced genealogists soon suspect that perhaps a reason 

that ancestors often “disappear” from records is because the 

surname was not recorded then and there as it is now and here.  

There can be many reasons why that happens, but the 

challenge is perhaps to systematically consider alternative 

name spellings.  Random guessing might stumble upon the 

people we seek, but the better approach is found in the word 
“systematically” creating likely alternatives.   

 

Let me quickly say that this topic clearly deserves a workshop 

effort because keeping an article brief on such a detailed 

(sometimes almost technical) topic is bound to be over-

simplified.  Every line of the following information deserves 

detailed discussion, but must be reduced to mere mention here.  

Hopefully the ideas will stimulate focus on a few approaches 

that have not been considered or fully applied when the search 

seems to be a hopeless brick wall problem. 

 
A final forward is to caution not to get hung up on my category 

names or their specific topics.  Feel free to change, add, or 

rearrange these ideas to fit your comfort zone.  The intent here 

is to suggest that categorizing elements of possible surname 

variances into some systematic approach will often break a 

brick wall of finding someone or family in records.  This 

technique is especially useful when scanning an index (and we 

are getting more indexes daily for name records). 

 

SPELLING AND PENMANSHIP. 

 

Maybe the census taker could not hear, was drunk, or the 
family did not speak clearly, so consequently the recorded 

name is not what you expected.  

 

A.  Accidental changes.  In penmanship, for example, people 

often cannot even read their own writing a month later.  The 

vowels a, o, and u are big culprits for carelessness confusions.  

Not crossing a letter T would result in finding the name using 

an L instead of T.  Hurried penmanship might make an M into 

an N, etc. 

B.  Misinterpretations.  They said “Braught” but it reminded 

the recorder of Brach candy, so it is recorded “Brach.”  An 

ancestor who could not clearly pronounce some letter 

caused a recording problem.  

 

C.  Phonic translation errors.  It should have been Phlamm, 

but it was recorded as Flam. 

 
Systematic attack here is to list all the plausible (some 

unlikely) variances that you can imagine for each letter (or 

letter combinations) of the name.  Putting those options 

together is a serious challenge for some names.  I made a 

chart with those options below each letter to see what could 

happen if someone mixed and matched options.  If you like 
a good challenge, analyze how a surname of “Fish” could 

possibly, but logically have been spelled “Ghoti” (hint: 

letter positions can alter letter sounds). 

 

CULTURE-ETHNIC TRANSLATIONS. 

 

For personal reasons they did not like the name they feel 

stuck with, so they (or someone) changed it.  Consider that 

usually English recorders were trying to record foreign 

names to English.  

 

A.  “Americanizing.”  Cultural bias might encourage people 
to alter their names to more “native” names (Mueller goes to 

Miller or Croneski goes to Krone, etc.  

 

B.  Desires to Simplify.  It just takes too long to say or write 

a long surname.  Summersheim goes to Summers.  

 

C.  Ethnic Bias.  Changing German “Schwartz” to English 

“Black” (Schwartz is German for black in English.) 

 

D.  Lack of Translation options.  Umlaut or other 

diacriticals don’t translate in English so recorders 
improvise. 

 

Systematic attack here is to consider cultural, ethnic, 

language, and political history at the time and try guessing 

alternatives (can be a real challenge, but at least this is one 

option to consider, when important).  I heard that Adolf 

Hitler changed his name from Adolf Shicklegruber (but I 

really do not care enough to research that). 

 

SIMPLE PREFERENCES.  

 

A.  She did not like her surname of Rump that causes 
teasing her, so she changed it to Reardon, etc.  He preferred 

using his foster home surname to his birth surname, but did 

not get it recorded.  

 

B.  Desire to Hide.  Crooks used alias names, famous people 

avoided discovery, etc. 

 

C.  Initials for names.  It is fairly common for people to 

limit their given names to initials, but even surnames might 

be found as initials only (DDE, FDR, JFK, etc., might be a 

fad for some common gentry). 

http://www.octa-colorado.org/
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ILLUSIVE SURNAME SPELLINGS (cont) 

D.  (AKA) Nicknames.  Alva was called Ben, Elizabeth was 

called Betty, etc.  In surnames we might find the family by 

their locations, or occupation, etc., such as those Jones people 

who own the bakery become the Bakers, etc.  Adoptions are an 

extreme possibility in this category and will require serious use 

of other data associated with the current family name (age, 

birth place, given names, etc.).  I was once shocked to obtain a 

single letter from one ancestor who spelled the family surname 
three different ways on that page.  A professional genealogists 

suggested to me that he was merely showing off his phonic 

skills. 

 

Systematic attack here is to seek the same people in other 

settings or records where they reveal identical other data, such 

as identical birth dates or places with different surnames, etc.  

These are more like hints than solutions, but can be as useful as 

family records and Aunt Sue’s memory, etc.  

 

TRADITIONS: 
 

Here the naming traditions of the culture and family can 

become very important.  

 

A.  Sometimes given names, particularly middle names, will 

hint of an ancestor surname.  Roland Motely Short got his 

middle name from the Motely married surname of his maternal 

grandmother.  Looking at given names might lead to a family 

surname. 

 

B.  The most common surname change tradition is when a 
woman marries and takes her husband’s surname.  The more 

recent use of hyphenated naming might make that change an 

easy find, but that is still not a common solution to finding a 

surname. 

 

C.  Adoptions typically predict surname changes, so a drastic 

surname change could suggest an adoption. 

 

Systematic approach to traditions.  One basic genealogy rule is 

to fill the data blanks for the current generation before 

searching the previous generation data holds true for surname 

searching. Wills, newspaper articles (marriages in particular), 
obituaries, family histories, county/city histories, and court 

records might reveal the connection of surname changes.  Also, 

check with other living relatives as they may have some 

interesting insights to family spellings.  

 

IMPORTANCE: 

 

By now you may be thinking, this is simply way too much 

bother to find a missing person or family in a record or index.  

You are probably correct UNLESS finding them is very 

important to you.  I would not likely try these techniques to 
find a fifth cousin twice removed, but might try them all to find 

a grandmother of five generations ago.  I notice that one clear 

difference between amateur and professional genealogists is 

that the professional overturns many stones that the amateur 

finds too much trouble to bother with.  That is a key reason 

why a professional is often more successful and more accurate  

than most amateurs.  The amateur might not have even read 

this far in this article to realize that the value placed upon 

breaking through a brick wall often depends upon 

systematic and thorough searching.  It is a start to identify 

and organize what to look for, but it takes a skill to learn 

how to look.  

- - - - - - - - - - - 

Loran Braught was born in Des Moines, IA, and is currently 
professor emeritus living in Terre Haute, IN.  A long time 

supporter of the Iowa Genealogical Society and life 

member of the Indiana Genealogical Society, he has 

enjoyed a hobby of genealogy for about 40 years.  His 

ancestral family moved from Dauphin County, PA, to 

Warren County in 1849 and remained residents of the SW 

corner of that county for several decades.  He produced a 

family book, "Braught/Braucht Families of USA" that is 

available at both the Library of Congress and the Iowa 

Genealogical Society Library in Des Moines. 

 
(Loran Braught is a long-time member of the WCGS and e-

mailed us to order books last February.  He also sent the 

following information about his family which includes a 

good deal of information about other families in the county.  

Then he said he had written some articles on genealogy 

which generated a request from me that we be able to 

include one in our newsletter.  The preceding article 

“Illusive Surname Spellings” is the helpful result.  We hope 

to use other of his articles later.  Following are his 

comments on his family in our county.   Ruth Hall) 

- - - - - - - - -  
 

My pedigree chart shows that I have many early (1849) 

BRAUCHT/BRAUGHT family in the SW corner of 

Warren County; but also RUGGLES and RILEY family 

more recently (1900) in the NE part of the county.  I invite 

anyone with those surnames in their research to contact me 

as I enjoy exchanging information and continue to search 

for more insight to the lives of my ancestors. 

 

Somewhat briefly, my BRAUCHT/BRAUGHT family 

(name spelling depended mostly upon the recorder at the 

time and place of the record) came to ports of Philadelphia 
or New York about 1755 and settled mostly in a few 

counties around Harrisburg, PA.  The name spelling 

variances continue even today.  For example, my distant 

cousin LAVERE BRAUCHT (Des Moines florist and noted 

horseman) and I were good friends when I was living in and 

around Polk County from 1934 to 1972 when I left Iowa 

State University to work at Indiana State University.  

LaVere and I were both aware of the common family 

heritage but were not then addicted to family history 

research. 

 
My direct line with Warren County history actually began 

with the PA parents of DANIEL BRAUGHT, a young 

blacksmith who apparently was paid in part with a deed to 

land in Squaw Twp. of Warren County.  He visited the land 

and began enticing some of his family to move with him to 

that beautiful land.  Daniel and his brother GEORGE (also  
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ILLUSIVE SURNAME SPELLINGS (cont) 

a blacksmith) went from Halifax Twp, Dauphin County, PA, 

to Yazoo, Mississippi, for work.  There were among the 11 

children of ADAM AND REBECCA (IMBODEN) 

BRAUGHT.  That father, Adam, was a veteran of the War of 

1812 who disappeared from his home about 1830.  

 

The eldest of those 11 children was my direct line 

grandfather, DAVID BRAUGHT, who married 
MARGARET MARKS of Mifflin Co., PA, and they moved 

to Gilboa, a Putnam County village in NW Ohio.  That 

recorder spelled their name as BRAUGHT.  Almost 

simultaneously, a cousin also named DAVID moved with his 

family to the adjacent township where the Hancock County, 

OH, recorded them as the BRAUCHT family.  Different 

counties, different families, different name spellings, but 

homesteads both in a Blanchard Township literally touching.  

Those two clearly related family groups have several records 

of interaction, even one inter-marriage.  Many of that 

BRAUCHT group later moved to Mercer County, IL, across 
the Mississippi River.  That location became significant 

when my first mentioned young Daniel Braught and his 

oldest brother, DAVID from Gilboa, OH, stopped to visit the 

MC ALLISTER family in Burlington, IA, on their way to 

Warren County, IA, in the very early 1850s. 

 

One of those 11 Braught girls (ELIZABETH) married to 

WILLIAM TAYLOR and also moved to Warren County, IA.  

The BRAUGHT and TAYLOR families remained close 

friends for many generations, and I still communicate with 

RORY TAYLOR in Warren County about our mutual 
interest in the family history that we share.  We know that 

there was once a community Methodist Church building on a 

corner of a Braught farm with lumber donated by the Taylor 

family.  Rory and I visited that building together before it 

was razed.  I have visited the Hewett Cemetery with several 

Braught graves more than once in the past 40 years. 

 

Many of the early family are buried in the Hewett Cemetery, 

some in New Virginia, or Indianola.  That FRANKLIN 

CHARLES and his wife, MARY ELIZABETH THRAPP of 

Muskingum County, OH, are buried in the Des Moines 

Woodland Cemetery where there are now five generations of 
the family buried (and we have a plot there also).  My 

grandfather, HOMER FRANKLIN BRAUGHT, was born 

188_ in Jackson Twp. and later became the bookkeeper for 

the new Des Moines Bankers Life Insurance Company.  The 

present Anderson-Erickson Dairy was purchased from the 

Braught Dairy owned by family hailed from Warren County, 

and there are several other current Iowa history items that the 

Braught's from Warren County have contributed to. 

 

Many records and tales of my Braught family are embedded 

in Warren County.  For example, my dad's youngest brother, 
GENE BRAUGHT, met his precious wife, KATHRYN 

BELLMAN at Simpson College during WWII.  There are 

other Braught names on the rosters of Simpson College.  I 

know that a George Braught was once a mayor of New 

Virginia and this uncle Gene Braught was once a mayor of 

Weslaco, TX, where Kay (Bellman) Braught was selected as 

Citizen of the Year. 

One of my high school chums and still close friend is DAN 

BEARDSLEY of New Virginia (now living in Virginia).  His 

father and I tried to track down Dan at Iowa State University 

the morning that the Governor was killed.  It is just one more 

note of how the Braught family history from 1849 to 2007 

continue to include my fond connections with Warren 

County, IA. 

 
Perhaps sometime I will share how the RUGGLES and 

RILEY families from around Carlisle connect with Warren 

County, Iowa.  One of my RILEY ancestors was born and 

married in Vermillion County, IN, generations ago. They 

were only a few minutes drive from my current home but long 

before now they moved to Green County, WI, and then to 

Carlisle, IA; and the RUGGLES family of Warren County, 

IN, had family from Moral Twp, Shelby County, IN, about a 

two hours' drive from my present home near the Wabash 

River. 

 
Like so many amateur genealogists, I have not been able to 

find the time to stay active with my research every month and 

although I have visited my family grounds around Warren Co, 

IA, I have so much yet to learn of their lives there.  Most of 

what I have found suggests that the family name (by 

whichever spelling) has been generally mentioned with decent 

contributions to the times in which they were citizens of 

Warren County, IA.  As for the name spelling variances, I 

refer to Shakespeare's admonition that "a rose by any name 

still smells as sweet," so I have focused more on the actual 

people than their name spellings. 
 

Hopefully all of these ramblings off the top of my head make 

some sense and perhaps even find interest to some people in 

Warren County.  Just contact me if you want, as I am finally 

getting back to my more serious interest in Warren County 

genealogy and do have considerably more information than 

mentioned here to minimize the boredom potential.  Funny 

thing how our families are usually less interested in our 

family history than our genealogy friends. 

 

(Loran’s e-mail address is braughtloran@msn.com.  For 

address and phone number, check your membership list or 
write to our Box 151 address.) 

     _______________________________________ 

 

Our June Picnic in the Cemetery will be at the Hewitt 

Cemetery this summer.  We will also plan to go to the 

Randolph Cemetery, which is another White Oak Township 

cemetery. 

     _______________________________________ 

 

From Other Newsletters 
 

Lost an ancestor in Wayne County?  Volunteers have found 

about 1,200 obituaries and death notices in local papers that 

are not included in their cemetery book.  They say most are 

very short notices.  They have printed a booklet which they 

sell for $12.50, including postage and handling.  Checks 

should be made payable to Wayne County Genealogical  

mailto:braughtloran@msn.com
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From Other Newsletters (cont) 

Society and sent to LeCompte Memorial Library; 110 S. 

Franklin Street; Corydon, IA 50060-1518. 

 

 

Lucas County has new officers: Pres. Karen Patterson, VP 

Carol Brees, Secr. Sue Terrel, Treas. Darlene Arnold, 

Corres. Sec. Betty Cross.  Long time president Ev 

Brightman (who has also been WCGS president) is featured 
in an article noting her 19 years as a breast cancer survivor.  

This issue has a lot of information on coal mining in Lucas 

County.  There is a history of the mining in the county and 

numerous newspaper articles on miners.  There are other 

good historical items in the 22 page newsletter.  The 

newspaper is available for members to borrow or you can 

join the society for $10:  Lucas County, Iowa, Genealogical 

Society; % Chariton Public Library; 803 Braden Avenue; 

Chariton, IA 50049-1742.  E-mail: lucasgene@hotmail.com 

 

 
From the Jasper County Gleaner.  Used with permission.  

This list of genealogical resources in Jasper County should 

be true of all counties. 

 

Birth  A, D, E, F, G, H, I, J, K, M, N, O, Q, T 

Marriage A, D, E, F, G, H, I, K, N, O, P 

Divorce  C, D, H, I, K, N, T 

Death  A, D, F, G, H, I, J, K, M, N, P, S, T 

Residences A, B, D, E, F, H, J, K, L, M, O 

 

A. Recorder L. Land Records 
B. Auditor M. Military - Service & 

C. Clerk of Court       Pension Records 

D. Relatives N. Newspapers 

E. Census Records O. Occupational 

F. Church Records P. Probate Records 

G. Cemetery Records Q. School Records 

H. DAR/SAR R. Naturalization Records 

I. Family Bibles S.  Mortality Schedules 

J. Funeral Home Records T. Guardianship Papers 

K. Journals, Diaries  

 

 
From “Web Resources” in News ‘n Notes of the St. Louis 

Genealogical Society and used with permission of the 

author, Bob Goode. 

 

“This summer, I taught a course that included Google 

Books.  Surnames and place names were the emphasis, as 

that is my personal focus when using Google Books.  

However, Pat Stamm sent me a website link for a broader 

use of that site.  Published in 1910, the second edition of 

Black’s Law Dictionary provides genealogists with both 

modern and ancient definitions of words, terms, and phrases.  
Wills, deeds, lawsuits, and other legal documents have 

special terms, creating the need to seek out definitions.  The 

online cost is wonderful, as the book is free.  You can 

download the entire book as a PDF file to your computer by 

going to <http://tinyurl.com/6c4o9f>.  In the upper right side 

of the page select the ‘Download PDF 94.3M’ link.  Be  

patient, as the download may take a while to complete, even 

with broadband.  If you are not interested in downloading the 

entire book, you can select the ‘view plain text’ link directly 

below the download link.  Using the ’Search in this book’ 

feature, you can then find your term or phrase.  This is a great 

source to add to your digitized library.” 

 

The Linn County Heritage Hunters newsletter reports that 
Linn County Recorder’s personnel and personnel from two 

abstracting companies in Cedar Rapids are visiting their 

genealogical library to use the land records on microfilm.  The 

Linn County Courthouse was severely damaged in the 

flooding this Spring. 

     _______________________________________ 

 

IGS Classes 
 
Clooz 

January 17, Saturday, 3:00 pm.  Using this software to 

organize your genealogy. 

 

Beginning Genealogy 

Saturday, February 28, 10:00 am - FREE 

Thursday, March 26 - FREE 

 

Beginning Internet 

Thursday, April 16 - FREE 

 
Researching Irish Genealogy 

Thursday, March 12, 7:00 pm 

 

Using USGen/Web for Genealogy Research 

Thursday, March 21, 3:00 pm 

 

Census-Basic With A Working Project 

Saturday, April 4 

 

Check with IGS if times and costs are not listed here, 515-276-

0287.  Pre-registration is encouraged to allow for preparation 

of enough study packets. 
     _______________________________________ 

 

Letter from WCGS Member, Richard Woods 
 

Richard Woods has given us permission to put his family 

information in our newsletter.  He said there is a new book 

available on the Bryan clan, available only from the author, 

Juanita Bryan, but it does not acknowledge JACOB BRYAN. 

 
One of the long-standing genealogical mysteries has been the 

ancestors' of JACOB BRYAN who is buried in Wick 

Cemetery, born January 13, 1804, and died October 28, 1858.  

Jacob married MIRANDA CLARK in 1827 in Morgan 

County, IL, and they moved from Scott County, IL, to Warren 

County, IA, about 1852, along with their 12 children, 

including four that were already married.  They had 9 

daughters who married into the TUTLE, MAIN, TODD, 

COOPER, HEADRICK, WALKER, FEARS, and 

CARLETON families.  The three males did not produce any  
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Letter from Richard Woods (cont) 

male heirs, so there are no descendents that carry the Bryan 

name from Jacob.  LUCILLE PERKINS, a descendent of 

MARY ANN BRYAN, was a long time primary researcher 

in this quest.  I am descended from SOPHIA ALICE 

BRYAN, who married MICHAEL DOUGLAS FEARS, and 

their daughter, HANNAH, married EDWARD BRASHER, 

and their daughter, IRMA, married HOMER WOODS, and 

they are my parents.  I believe that I have solved the mystery 
at least for a few more generations back from Jacob. 

 

In the 1850 Federal Census for Scott County, IL, Jacob lists 

his place of birth as Virginia and his age as 45.  In the 1830 

Federal Census for Morgan County, IL, there are Jacob 

(1804), CORNELIUS (1789), JAMES (1790), and REUBEN 

BRYAN (1795).  All four lived to 1850, and their birth years 

are derived from the 1850 census and all were born in 

Virginia.  In the 1830 Illinois State Census for Morgan 

County, a CORNELIUS BRYAN SR., age 69, JACOB 

BRYAN, age 26, and a CORNELIUS BRYAN JR., age 41, 
are listed sequentially.  In the 1830 Federal Census and the 

1835 Illinois State Census, Cornelius Sr. is in Jacob's 

household in the correct age bracket.  Thus, Cornelius Bryan 

Sr. is the father of Jacob, Cornelius Jr., James, and Reuben as 

their age profile fits the male profile of Cornelius Bryan Sr.'s 

family in the 1810 and 1820 Federal census for Rockingham 

County, VA.  The will of JOHN BRYAN submitted to court 

in 1785 in Rockingham County, VA, bequeaths his property 

to his sons, CORNELIUS, JOHN, MORGAN, and 

WILLIAM.  This Cornelius was born October 3, 1761, and is 

the Cornelius Bryan Sr.  John Bryan was born about 1721, 
probably in County Clare, Ireland, to CORNELIUS 

O'BRYAN.  Cornelius O'Bryan's will was submitted to court 

in 1751 in Rockingham County, VA, and he bequeaths 

property to his sons, JOHN, CORNELIUS, and THOMAS.  

The father, Cornelius, was born about 1680 in County Clare, 

Ireland, and died in 1751.  The ancestors and relationship of 

this Cornelius, William Bryan, and Morgan Bryan, all 

believed to have been born in County Clare, is very murky, 

and I am continuing to pursue a resolution!  The Jacob Bryan 

family claimed to be related to WILLIAM JENNINGS 

BRYAN and REBECCA BRYAN, DANIEL BOONE's wife.  

This would require a definitive relationship between 
Cornelius and Morgan since William Jennings and Rebecca 

are descendents of Morgan Bryan. 

    _________________________________ 
 

To get you started thinking of web sites for the 

program on the 19
th

. 
 

Eastman's Online Genealogy Newsletter, March 29, 

2008 - Announcement by the Photo Preservation Center. 

 

2008 Artistry of Genealogy Award Winners (in part): 

1.  Best Ongoing Family History Story: Creative Gene:  

Genealogy and More.  creativegene.blogspot.com 
 

2.  Best Genealogy Reference Tool:  Family Tree Magazine 

Blog-Genealogy Insider, edited by Diane Haddad.  

www.familytreemagazine.com/insider 

1.  Best Genealogy Portal:  Cyndi's List of Genealogy Sites on 

the Internet. www.cyndislist.com 

 

2.  Best Way to Reunite Unidentified Photos:  Dead Fred 

Genealogy Photo Archive. www.DeadFred.com 

 

3.  Best Family Immigration Story Site:  Tell Us Your Story-
The Ellis Island Immigration Museum.  www.ellisisland.org 

 

4.  Best way to Network on The Internet with Your Family:  

The Generations Network Inc's MyFamily.com  

 

www.MyFamily.com 

1.  Best Archive of Historical Records:  The Generations 

Network Inc's Ancestry.com.  www.Ancestry.com 

 

2.  Best Value/Free Genealogy Software Application:  

Geni.com. www.Geni.com 
 

3.  Most Popular Genealogy Publication:  Family Tree 

Magazine.  www.FamilyTreeMagazine.com 

 

4.  Favorite Genealogy Research Guide:  Genealogy Research 

Guides, Tips and Online Records.  

 

www.researchguides.net 

1.  Best Personal Genealogy Blog: AnceStories:  The Stories 

of My Ancestors.  www.andestories1.blogspot.com 

 
2.  Easiest Way to Share Family Stories Online:  One Great 

Family.  www.onegreatfamily.com 

 

3.  Most Popular Genealogy Data Base:  Family Tree 

Connection.  www.FamilyTreeConnection.com 

 

4.  Best Personal Genealogy Blog:  ReneeZamora, Renee's 

Genealogy Glog.  www.rzamor1.blogspot.com 

 

5.  Best Daily Genealogy Newsletter:  Eastman's Online 

Genealogy Newsletter.www.eagn.com 

 
(I have not had time to verify the accuracy of the addresses 

but most of them should be OK.  Correct me if you find a 

problem.  hallross@aol.com) 

     _______________________________________ 

 

From the Warren County Historical Library by Ruth 

Hall 

 

The Warren County Historical Society is putting up a web 
site:  <www.warrencountyhistory.org>.  Juanita Ott is 

developing the genealogy link.  She plans to have notices of 

the genealogical society meetings and a list of the 

publications for sale initially and add more later. 

 

While looking through the past issues of the newsletter of our 

genealogical society which Marieta Grissom collected in a 

binder for the library, I found lots of interesting articles.  This  

http://www.familytreemagazine.com/insider
http://www.cyndislist.com/
http://www.deadfred.com/
http://www.ellisisland.org/
http://www.myfamily.com/
http://www.ancestry.com/
http://www.geni.com/
http://www.familytreemagazine.com/
http://www.researchguides.net/
http://www.andestories1.blogspot.com/
http://www.onegreatfamily.com/
http://www.familytreeconnection.com/
http://www.rzamor1.blogspot.com/
http://www.eagn.com/
mailto:hallross@aol.com
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Warren County Historical Library (cont) 

collection is a good reference work that should be indexed 

and a table of contents developed.  Is there someone who 

would like to do this as a project?  If you want company 

while you work, we now have three computers at the 

library.  We are putting together an e-mail/calling list of 

volunteers to let people know when the library is open.  

We are often there from as early as 9:30 on Thursdays, 

staying until 4:00, and on Saturday mornings from 9-12; of 
course, always weather permitting during the winter. 

* * * * * * 

 

The following article was found at the Historical Library.  

It was written in 1905 and is probably from the Indianola 

paper of the time. 

 

THE WARREN COUNTY SABBATH SCHOOL 

CONVENTION. 

 

The following is the program of the 20th Annual 
Convention of the Warren County Sabbath School 

Association, which will be held Thursday and Friday, May 

18
th

 and 19
th

, 1905, in the Presbyterian Church at Milo. 

 

MAY 18th - CONVENES AT 7:30 P. M. 

 

7:30 Devotional Exercises - Rev. J. W. Brown of Milo. 

7:45 Address of Welcome - Rev. C. S. Fair of Milo. 

8:00 Address, “ The Association and Its Field of 

Work,” - Rev. W. G. Hohenshelt of Indianola. 

 
May 19th - CONVENES AT 9:30 A. M. 

 

9:00 Devotional Exercises - Miss Dora Moore of 

Indianola. 

9:15 Appointment of Special Committees, by President 

W. H. Funk. 

9:30 “How Teachers May Best Interest Their Classes 

in the Sunday School;” - Rev. C. C. Wilkins of Lacona. 

9:45 “How Reach the Boys,” - Rev. B. F. Miller of 

Chariton. 

10:15 “Equipment of the Primary and Junior 

Department,” - Mrs. B. F. Mitchell of Des Moines. 
10:35 “Selection of Teachers,” - General Discussions in 

3 minute talks. 

 

* “The Pastor and Sunday School” -  Rev. Porter of 

Indianola. 

 

 General Discussion.  

 

CONVENES AT 1:30 P. M. 

 

1:30 Devotional - Mrs. N. Bartholomew of Indianola. 
1:45 Report of County Secretaries of Different 

Departments. 

2:15 “The S. S. Supt. And His Problems - Mrs. I. C. 

Shupe of Lacona, and S. J. VanGilder of Milo. 

2:45 “Home Department of S. S. and What the Results 

May Be” - Revs. Laura P. Townsend and J. L. Brown of 

Indianola. 

3:15 Report of Special Committees: Election of County 

Officers and Election of Delegates to the State Convention to 

be held at Ottumwa, June 14-16, 1905. 

3:30 “How to Make the Temperance Work More 

Effective” - E. G. Sargent and Miss Drucella Adamson. 

4:00 General Discussions. 

 

CONVENES AT 7:30 
 

7:30 Devotional Exercises - Wm. Nutting of Milo. 

7:45 Presentation of Diplomas to Norma Graduates. 

8:00 Address by Rev. B. F. Miller of Chariton. 

 

Each Sunday School in Warren County may send at least three 

delegates who should be elected and whose names should be 

sent to Rev. A. Knoll of Milo, at least 2 weeks before 

Convention. 

 

Send all statistical reports and dues to S. A. Gose of 
Pleasantville. 

 

*The clipping is torn here. 

* * * * ** * 

 

In the process of putting together all of the information we can 

find on each rural school at the Warren County Historical 

Library, we are using many sources.  The following is from a 

composition book belonging to Lois Sayre.  It was brought to 

the library by a descendent of Thora Sayre.  Lois attended 

White Oak School in 1901.  The page is headed "Pupils in 
School." 

 

 Girls Boys 

 

Ollie Rooney 18 Pearl Sill 15 

Ethel Downey 17 Floyd Rooney 13 

Nellie Sayre 14 Lawrence Sill 13 

Thora Sayre 12 Don Braught 10 

Edith Labertew 13 Frank Flesher 10 

Lois Sayre 11 Norval Labertew 10 

Zoe ? Downey 10 Ray Flesher 9 

Francis Hutchcroft 9 Earnest Rooney 6 
Eva Sill 8 

Hazel Braught 7 

Ethel Taylor 8 

Bertha Labertew 5 

 

On the next page she lists teachers at White Oak Pt:  Miss 

Morrow, 1 year; Miss Sutton, 1 year; Miss Bermister, 1 term; 

Mr. Gaines, 1 term.  (The school was also known as White 

Oak No. 2.) 

 

A small book we found with lots of names from the SW part of 
the county belonged to Nellie Irwin.  It has lists of members of 

the M.E. Church during the years 1917-1920.  There are 254 

names for New Virginia and more lists under Irish Grove, 

Weaver, Halden, Happy Hollow, Hazel Ridge, Broad Horn, 

Septer, and Big Rock. 

     _______________________________________ 
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Genealogy Books Donated to Public Library 
 

WCGS members attending the IGS conference in October 

purchased three books as memorials.  They should be 

available in the reference section of the library by now.  A 
two volume set:  “Census Substitutes and State Census 

Records” by William Dollarhide was given in memory of 

LeRoy Wheeldon and Jack Young.  These books provide 

alternate sources on a state by state basis. 

 

“Evidence Explained” by Elizabeth Shown Mills is a large 

book given in memory of Neva McCoy and Ralph Waters.  

It will be useful to anyone wanting to assure that 

conclusions about research are valid and references are 

cited correctly. 

     _______________________________________ 

 

From “Genealogy Gems: News from the Fort Wayne 

Library, No. 58, December 31, 2008.”  This is something 

we all know but sometimes forget. 

 

Preservation Tip of the Month - Photo & Scrapbook 

Albums by Becky Schipper 

 

For those of you purchasing photo and scrapbook albums 

for yourself or others, be certain that you purchase 

materials that are acid-free or archival-quality.  Not all 

materials are photo safe or acid-free, and this includes 
paper, adhesives, photo corners, stickers, markers, and 

pens.  Use only products that are labeled as archival-

quality or acid-free. 

 

Acid causes paper and photos to disintegrate.  The pH for 

acid-free paper should be 7 or above.  There are 

inexpensive testing pens that allow you to check for 

acidity.  They can be purchased at most art supply stores 

and online.  The one that I use here at ACPL is an “Abbey  

pH Pen.”  They sell for around $5.00.  If you want to include 

newspaper articles and or announcements in your album, 

photocopy them on acid-free paper as newspaper is very 

acidic. 

    _________________________________ 

 

Officers 2008 

Elected Officers: 
President Juanitta Ott 

Vice President Carla Anders 

Secretary Brenda Morgan 

Treasurer Cathy Miller 

 

Appointed Officers: 

Corresponding Secretary Virginia Wheeldon 

Registrar Ruth Hall 

Historian Dorothy Stearns 

Newsletter Editor Ruth Hall & Judy Richards 

County Fair Superintendents Virginia Wheeldon 
 Brenda King 

Other: 

Immediate Past President Virginia Wheeldon 

IGS Liaison Dennis Allen 

IGS Regional Representative  

Web Site for Warren County Juanita Ott 

 http://www.rootsweb.com/~iawarren 

Indianola Public Library www.HeritageQuest.com 

(Library Card Required) 

Active Committees: 
Library Brenda Morgan 
Records/Projects Dorothy Stearns & 

 Peggy Kruse, Obituaries 

Family Records and Surname File Dorothy Stearns 

 & Brenda King 

Nominating  Dorothy Stearns, Chair, 

 & Maxine Weinman & Ruth Hall 

Auditing                      Peggy Kruse & Dorothy Stearns 

    _________________________________  

WCGS Dues Form 

$10.00 per person or family 

Membership in Warren County Genealogical Society 

 
______ $10.00 for membership (____ individual or ____ family, no distinction in price, but please mark which one.) 

 

Name _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

               _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Telephone _____________________________________           E-mail ___________________________________ 

 

Are you interested in helping with any of the following committees: 
 _____ Fair _____ Library _____ Program _____ Special Events 

 _____ Finance _____ Vital Records _____ Cemetery 

 _____ Telephone _____ Publications _____ Family Records 

 

Comments: 

 

Mail this form to Cathy Miller, Treasurer, WCGS, PO Box 151, Indianola, Iowa 50125 
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