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President's Letter 
Are you ready?  Don’t wait until July 20 to start preparing 

your fair entries!  Each year the genealogy exhibits have 

been getting better and better.  This year we have some new 

classes, and we will be watching to see how these are used.  

Be sure to come out to see the entries and to watch the 

judging.  Not only will you learn a lot from listening to the 

judge’s comments, but you will get ideas for next year’s 

entries. 

  

Because of a conflict in schedules, we have a new judge this 
year.  Jay DeYoung, from Mahaska County, has been our fair 

judge for many years.  He has willingly shared his expertise 

and opinions with us and we will miss him.  We have been 

fortunate to find another judge who is equally experienced 

and qualified. 

 

Stop for a minute or two and think back to when you first 

started researching your family.  Asking questions and 

listening are the two most important keys to discovering your 

past.  Think about how much you learned from listening to 

other people and their discoveries.  You didn’t get much 

done until you started asking questions and talking to other 
people with similar problems. 

 

The programs for our September and October meetings will 

provide opportunities for both.  The September program will 

be presented by Denise Gripp, who is a member of the 

Association of Personal Historians.  October will provide 

another opportunity for questioning and listening.  What 

have you been researching during this past year?  Have you 

learned anything new?  Have you discovered any new 

ancestors?  Have you met a new relative?  Have you taken a 

trip?  Every time you talk to someone about genealogy, look 
at them as a potential member and fellow researcher.  Our 

next two meetings would be excellent times to bring them as 

a guest. 

 

Another big project that we have been working on for several 

years is the update on our cemetery book.  St. Marys, 

Pleasant Ridge, and some of the smaller pioneer cemeteries 

will definitely be available at the fair.  These books will 

contain a complete list of the known graves in each 

cemetery.  We have decided to publish a series of cemetery 

books instead of trying to put them all into one bulky book.  
This will reduce the printing costs, and it will make it 

possible for researchers to purchase only the cemeteries that 

apply to their research.  Each book will also include a CD of 

the contents.  Or…if you really like computers…you can 

purchase just the CD. 

 Juanita Ott, President 

Calendar: 
July 22-26 See you at the Warren County Fair! 

 Entries at booth by 11:30 a.m.,  

 Wednesday, July 22.  Judging begins at  

 12:00 noon.  Junior Class age is still 16  

 years old this year because of error  

 printed in book.  Margaret Foster from  

 IGS is the new judge. 

 

No meeting in August. 

 
Tues, Sept 8 7:00 p.m. Board Meeting 

Mon, Sept 21 7:00 p.m.  REGULAR MEETING at the  

 Historical Library, Fairgrounds.  Given  

 by Denise Gripp, Assoc. of Personal  

 Historians 

Mon, Oct 19 Roundtable sharing/discussion 

 2 minutes each person; pick from 3 topics: 

 My favorite ancestors 

 My ah-ha moment (or how I broke thru a 

brick wall) 

 Genealogy tip to share with others 

Mon, Nov 16 REGULAR MEETING.  Marietta  
 Grissom.  Annual meeting and elections. 

 

MEETNG LOCATION for September will be at the 

Historical Library at the Fairgrounds.  WCGS regular 

meetings are held on the third Monday of the month 

(September through May, except no meeting in December).  

Special meetings may be planned for the summer.  Board 

meetings are held at the Indianola Public Library. 

     _______________________________________ 
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From Virginia Wheeldon 
EXCHANGE NEWSLETTERS 

 

I have been looking through newsletters looking for things 
that may be of interest to our group.  It is an interesting 

experience.  I will be forwarding articles later to our 

newsletter people.  The newsletters from Iowa societies are 

filed in notebooks and placed on the shelves in the Warren 

County Historical Museum.  Stop by to see if we have any 

that may interest you. 

 

WCGS NEWSLETTERS 
 

I have taken on a new project at the Warren County Historical 

Society.  I will be indexing names and stories which were in 
back copies of the WCGS newsletters.  This listing will be 

made available to aid your research projects.  Look for more 

later. 

 

WARREN COUNTY FAIR, July 22-26, 2009 
 

A couple of mistakes were made in the books.  All fair entries 

should be in by 11:30 a.m. on Wednesday, July 22.  Judging 

will begin at 12:00 p.m.  We decided to change the Junior 

Class age to 12 and under, but as it is printed age 16, we will 

honor that age this year and ensure it will be changed next 

year.   
 

We have a new judge this year.  Margaret Foster from IGS 

has agreed to be our judge.  This will be a new experience for 

many of us as we have had the previous judge for many years. 

 

Here’s hoping our weather for the fair this year will not be a 

repeat of the past few days. 

 

MEMBER PROFILES 
 

I will begin calling members soon for a brief interview.  This 
was a feature we had several years ago which we are planning 

to revive.  It will be a means of letting everyone know who is 

in our society.  I hope you will enjoy the feature.  I’ll begin 

with myself for this issue of the newsletter 

 

VIRGINIA WHEELDON 
I am the past president of WCGS which I enjoyed very much.  

I met many of our members in unusual places.  

 

As you all know, I lost my husband Leroy in November 2007.  

We have 4 children (no genealogists but they like to read my 

stories), 8 grandchildren, 2 great grandchildren.  I am retired 
and my children all live within 40 miles of my house so I am 

able to see my family often.  I enjoy giving tips to beginners 

in genealogy. 

 

I began my family research in 1978-1979.  The major lines of 

my husband’s family are WHEELDON, BOWERS, BOOTH, 

and BREWIN.  The major lines of my family are SILL, 

MORR, and CLARY. 

     _______________________________________ 

 

FEDERATION OF GENEALOGICAL 

SOCIETIES 2009 CONFERENCE 
For you to Consider:  "Passages Through Time" 

 

The September 2-5 Conference will meet in Little Rock, 

Arkansas.  Hundreds of topics are offered, whether you are 

a beginner or advanced.  "The speakers are coming from all 

points in the U.S.  Staff members from important 

genealogical repositories will inform us about their 

facilities and records.  Other speakers will teach us how to 

interpret and use records, no matter where your ancestors 

resided."  Keynote Speaker - Tim Sullivan, CEO, The 

Generations Network, "The Future of Our Past:  Preserving 
Yesterday's Records for Tomorrows Researchers." 

 

Printed program registration booklets are available from 

Brenda Morgan (962-9261) or at the genealogical table at 

the fair.  Shared expenses are possible if several members 

wish to drive/hotel together.  FGS website: 

www.fgs.conference.org 

 

The Spring 2009 issue of FORUM, published by the 

Federation of Genealogical Societies, is the final printed 

issue to be sent to members.  Beginning in July, (Summer 
2009) subscribers will find FORUM online.  In late June 

subscribers (WCGS is one) will be mailed a password.  You 

simply visit the FGS website, find the FORUM link, and 

enter the password.  You are then able to view Forum and, 

if you wish, make a print copy of all or some of the pages.  

After 90 days the next issue will be posted. 

 

FORUM has interesting articles in every issue, and lists 

latest genealogical meetings, printed resources and 

organizations that might help you in your family search. 

 

 Brenda Morgan 
     _______________________________________ 

WHAT'S NEW AT THE HISTORICAL 

LIBRARY 
 

We have been very busy at the library during the last 

month.  There are constant changes going on all the time.  
We are always uncovering new treasures that have been 

hiding.  

 

Linda Beatty and Mary McCormick have been busy with 

painting and redecorating some of the displays in the 

museum with some of our hidden treasures.  Dwight 

McCormick has been busy putting in security cameras and 

keeping our computers in working order.  Juanita Ott has 

been cataloging our books.  Peggy Kruse has been 

inventorying all of the photographs that we have uncovered.  

Judy Richards, Cathy Miller, and I have been working on 

the indexing projects so we can get the information on the 
internet.  The 1940-1949 obituaries are now in binders and 

on the shelf and 1970-1979 are in the process of being 

finished.  Dennis Allen has been busy building platforms 

for the file cabinets that hold all of the probate records.  We 

have also uncovered some VHS tapes that we are in the 

process of converting to DVD’s.  Watch for a list in one of  
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What's New at the Historical Library (cont) 

the future newsletters of the DVD’s that will be available. 

 

We would like to send a very special “Thank You” to Bill 

Schooler for his donation of the Warren County Probate 

records that were once located at the Carlisle Public Library 

and that his wife Joan saved.  We would also like to say 

“Thank You” to Dolly Flinn for working so hard on the 

Warren County Will Books.  She is reorganizing them.  They 
are all in sheet protectors and they are getting new binders, all 

being donated by her.  There will be a new index to go with 

them and it will be on the internet when it is completed. 

 

We would also like to increase our Family History and 

Military sections of the library.  If you have anything that 

would fit into these categories and would be willing to donate 

them, please let us know. 

 

We are trying to help cover some of the expenses of supplies 

for the library, so we are collecting empty ink or toner 
cartridges.  We can turn them in for credit towards supplies 

such as paper, ink, sheet protectors, etc.  If you have any 

empty ink cartridges that you would like to donate please bring 

them out to the library on either Thursdays or Saturdays. 

 

 Cris Nagla 

     _______________________________________ 

DID MY ANCESTORS KNOW WYATT EARP? 
 
This is the beginning of a series of articles on basic research, 

documentation, proof, and analysis.  The plan is to simplify 

these topics and keep the articles short. 

 

In a unique way, this first article introduces Elizabeth Shown 

Mills’ Evidence Explained, Citing History Sources from 

Artifacts to Cyberspace (Baltimore, MD: Genealogical 

Publishing Company, Inc., 2007).  This 885-page book is 

chock full of templates and examples for documenting sources 

during research.  It will likely become the most-used book in 

our personal genealogy libraries. 

 
As I was writing for my certification application portfolio, I 

ran across a couple items in this book that caught my attention 

-- some authentic census citation examples using Virgil W. and 

Wyatt B. Earp (pp 276-277).  They lived in Marion County, 

Iowa.  My McNeill ancestors also lived in Marion County and 

during the same timeframe, just in a neighboring township. 

 

However, I was so focused on my specific projects that I 

missed a golden opportunity to add color to my McNeill 

family story.  Whether the Earp and McNeill paths ever 

crossed will never be known, but I can speculate and I 
certainly could have referenced Wyatt and his family in the 

social context of my story.  While this does not add a name or 

date to my genealogy files, it makes the story more interesting.  

We never know where we are going to find a clue or even 

human interest, and to find it in a reference book that we 

should be using anyway — well, that just adds to the fun of 

genealogy.   

If you are a serious researcher and don’t own a copy of 

ESM’s book, peruse it at the public library, then check a 

favorite bookstore, Amazon.com, or plan to buy at 

October’s IGS conference.  This book is a MUST for 

learning how to document your research.  And, who knows 

what else you might find! 

 

  Marieta Grissom, CGSM 

     _______________________________________ 

MY FAVORITE WEBSITE 

 

Have you ever wondered how many people share your 

surname or your favorite ancestor’s surname?  This month I 

have 2 websites for you that will help answer that question. 

 

US Surname Distribution http://www.hamrick.com/names/ 

 
Allows you to find out how prevalent a surname was 

throughout the US in the years 1850, 1880, 1920, and 1990.  

You can compare the results for each year to see how 

migration trended for that surname. 

 

Simply enter a surname, select the year to map, and hit the 

display button.  The next page will give a color coded map 

showing where the name was located in that year and how 

prevalent it was (1 in 100 to 1 in 10,000). 

 

World Names Profiler 
http://www.publicprofiler.org/worldnames/ 

 

This website holds data for approximately 300 million 

people in 26 countries.  The names and locations were taken 

from publicly available telephone directories and national 

electoral registers for 2000-2005. 

 

Name Search – enter Surname (i.e. Powell) to see a color-

coded map of the world showing how frequent the name is 

across the globe.  You will also receive statistics for the 

surname (i.e. Roots Celtic/Welsh, Language Welsh, top 

forename David, top country United Kingdom at 1,195.57 
FPM, top region Wales UK at 4,061.86 FPM).  FPM stands 

for frequency per million. 

 

Area Search – select an area of the world (i.e. Wales, UK) to 

see a list of the most popular surnames and forenames in 

that area (i.e. surname Jones, forename David.) 

 

Ethnicity Search – choose from a list of Ethnic groups (i.e. 

Celtic) and subgroups (i.e. Welsh) to see where they are 

located throughout the world (i.e. top country United 

Kingdom at 39,253.77 FPM.) 
 Carla Anders 

     _______________________________________ 

IGS UPDATE 

 

Hawkeye Heritage has gone PDF starting June 1.  You can 

view the current version on the IGS website. 

 

http://www.hamrick.com/names/
http://www.publicprofiler.org/worldnames/
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IGS Update (cont) 

Volunteers Needed:  Library Attendant, Publication 

Submission Committee, and Scanning Project. 

 

Upcoming Events: 

 

July 25 - Summer Slumber Party & Scrapbooking 

October 4 - Historical Cemetery Walk  

October 30-31

 

- IGS Heritage Quilt Show  
October 9-10 - IGS Annual Conference 

November 7 - Legacy Family Tree Software Training 
November 7 - Slumber Party 

 Carla Anders 
     _______________________________________ 

CONFERENCES IN SURROUNDING STATES:  

 

2009 Land Records and Genealogy Symposium; July 10-11, 

2009; Lincoln, Nebraska 

MoSGA Conference; August 7-8, 2009; Jefferson City, 

Missouri 
Oregon-California Trail Association Conference, August 18-

22, Loveland, CO, www.octa-colorado.org 

FGS 2009 Annual Conference; September 2-5, 2009, Little 

Rock, Arkansas, www.fgs.org 

Ozarks Genealogical Society; September 25-26, 2009; 

Springfield, Missouri 

     _______________________________________ 

LUXEMBOURG TRIP 
 

Our first trip to Luxembourg, April 27-29, 2009, was a short 

side trip from a vacation in France.  My sister, Carol Croat 

Kubik, and I have always wanted to see the village where our 

ancestors, Victor Croatt and Elizabeth Fouss Croatt, lived until 

they immigrated to America.  

 

We rented a car and drove to Attert, Belgium, accompanied by 
a French friend from Nancy, France.  At the time our ancestors 

emigrated from Luxembourg in 1847, the town was in 

Luxembourg, but later the border changed and it is now just 

over the Luxembourg border, in the Walloon province of 

Belgium.  The trip took only an hour and a half.  The highways 

were well marked and it was easy to navigate our way.  

 

Carol's 40 years of genealogical research, culminating in a 
book on the Croatt-Croat family, had given us some 

information about where our ancestor lived, but actually seeing 

the place in person was an emotional experience.  

 

We parked the car alongside the highway to get a photo of the 

sign announcing the town.  Another good reason for pulling off 

the highway was that tears were making it difficult to drive! 

 
We couldn't help thinking that our drive there was so much 

easier than the arduous journey that they had made to America 

162 years ago.   

 

This family of 10 made their way to a North Sea port, probably 

Antwerp.  From there they sailed on a ship loaded with flour.  

To earn part of their passage, Victor and his sons worked in the 

hold of the ship, moving the bags of flour as ballast, from one  

side to the other as the wind direction changed.  Gilliam 

Croat, who was 11 at the time of his emigration, always 

told the story of coming up to the deck for dinner, only to 

be refused any food.  He had cleaned himself up and so the 

captain told him that he had not been working hard enough 
to deserve any dinner!   

 

We believe that the family came to Wisconsin via the Port 

of Buffalo, New York, then through the Erie Canal to 

Milwaukee.  From there, they learned that they could get 

land about 35 miles north, near Belgium, Wisconsin.  There 

were other Luxembourgers there.  Family legend says that 

Victor left the family in Milwaukee or Port Washington for 
a time, with the older boys working for a dollar a day.  At a 

Lake Michigan trading post called Blake’s Pier, he 

shouldered a big bag of flour.  Then he trekked inland, 

found the land he wanted, and used the flour to mark his 

claim.  Returning to the trading post, he registered his claim 

on the land.   

 

At our last Croatt-Croat reunion, we re-created this family’s 
journey with a historical pageant that featured the children.  

Reunion attendees rated this little play as one of the 

highlights of their weekend! 

 

Eventually some of the children of Victor and Elizabeth 

Croatt migrated to other areas.  Around 1860 there was 

Indian unrest in Wisconsin and many families fled the area.  

Our great-grandfather, Nicolaus Croat (he decided to drop 
one of the “t’s”) moved south, into Iowa, sometime 

between 1862 and 1865, appearing in the Warren County 

census of 1870. 

 

First, he bought 14 acres just north of Martensdale in 1869.  

Our grandfather, William Croat was born there and 

baptized at the Catholic church in Churchville.  This was 

the oldest Catholic parish in Warren County.  It is 
impossible to verify the birthdates of any of the Croat 

children born there because the church burned down in 

1933 and the records were lost.  

 

Nicolaus purchased a 155 acre-farm in St. Marys for $5,000 

in 1876.  Later, he bought five other land parcels adjoining 

his farm and then sold off a sliver of land to the Des Moines 

and Kansas City Railroad for $150.  Part of the Croat farm 
was used to form the town of St. Marys.  

 

Visiting the ancestral village 
 

In my mind I’ve always imagined the little village of Attert 

to be in a very rural area, so we were surprised to see the 
exit for the town on the superhighway that we were 

traveling!  

 

Once we got in town, though, it was peaceful and lovely, 

with many old buildings.  We found the church situated 

high on a hill and behind it was the cemetery.  The church 

was locked, but thanks to the help of our French-speaking 

friend, we quickly located the caretaker who lived across 
the street from the church.  Then we went to see the old  

http://www.octa-colorado.org/
http://www.fgs.org/
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Luxembourg Trip (cont) 
church that had been abandoned in 1913.  The caretaker had 

been taking care of the church for 27 years and, of course, 

he was a wealth of information. 

 

We noticed that the graveyard behind the church was very 
different from our cemeteries.  In Europe they cover many 

old stones (AND their information, of course) by placing a 

large granite stone atop them.  This large flat stone might 

only have the name of the family, so we were disappointed 

with the cemetery.  We knew that our ancestors were not 

buried there, though, because of correspondence we had 

with family genealogists 30-40 years ago.  We drove to the 

next village, Grendel, where we also had relatives, and we 
looked at the church, cemetery and town. 

 

After leaving the Attert area we drove north, passing 

through the Ardennes Forest to Esch-en-Sure and Clervaux.  

The pastoral scenes and quaint villages in the Sure River 

Valley were lovely!  The next town we visited was Wiltz, 

the capital of the Ardennes, and later we traveled on to 

Vianden and toured the magnificent castle there.  The little 
towns were very close together, most of them only a few 

miles apart.  We kept exclaiming how OLD everything 

looked.  The buildings, houses, bridges, and fences all had a 

medieval appearance.  There was very little traffic, and it 

was easy to pull off to the side to photograph an especially 

pretty scene.  We passed many campgrounds with campers 

and tents situated alongside the banks of the Sure River. 

 

With our farm roots in Warren County, we couldn't help 
noticing the fertile fields and pastures.  The soil and the 

climate must be ideal for horticulture, because the varieties 

of plants in bloom, both cultivated and native, was 

astounding.  Lilacs, ornamental trees, wildflowers, spirea, 

and other blooming plants were everywhere.  My brother, 

Tom, who is a botanist, was surprised that I noticed the 

variety of plants.  He said that in comparison to the U.S., 

Europe’s varieties of plant species are nowhere near as 
varied as what we have here.  We have many varieties of 

oak trees, for example, whereas they may have only one or 

two.  This is true of other plant species as well.  Another 

thing we learned was that in Europe, there are NO 

hummingbirds! 

 

We stopped several times to examine the plants that were 

growing along the roadsides.  Perhaps this wonderful 
climate for plants is why our grandfather was well known 

for his green thumb and his wonderful orchard and gardens, 

we decided.  Luxembourgers are renowned for their 

horticulture and when they came to the U.S., many of them 

founded nurseries, truck farms, orchards, and garden 

centers. 

 

We saw that many of the houses were painted different 
pastel shades of rose, peach, blue, salmon, yellow, and other 

hues, like the color of eggs in an Easter basket. 

 

In Diekirch we toured a very comprehensive military 

museum about the world wars in Luxembourg.   

Luxembourg was at the center of the fighting and suffered 

greatly, in both WWI and WWII.  Our next stop was Beaufort 

castle in the Mullerthal region.   

 

Luxembourg is the world’s only grand duchy.  Completing our 

day-long scenic loop of the tiny country, we traveled to the 
capitol, Luxembourg City and toured the cultural and 

historical sites there.  It is one of Europe’s busiest financial 

centers and many international companies are based there.  

The most interesting thing in Luxembourg City was the 

“Casemates,” which are fortifications on high bluffs.  They are 

caves hewn out of solid rock.  During World War II, thousands 

of Luxembourgers lived and worked in the caves for years to 

survive the German bombing of their city.  This network of 
caves is quite extensive; there were even factories inside the 

casemates. 

 

The highlight of our trip to Luxembourg was meeting our new 

Luxembourg friends for dinner in Luxembourg City.  We are 

members of the Luxembourg-American Cultural Society and, 

thanks to this organization, we were introduced to a board 

member, Guy Moris.  Via e-mail, this "ambassador 
extraordinaire" helped me plan our itinerary, select a hotel, and 

decide on other logistics for our trip.  Guy, his wife Ines, and 

their son Luc, along with Jeanne Weyland, another LACS 

member, met us for dinner in Luxembourg City. 

 

Our trip to find our family’s roots in Luxembourg was well 

worth the time and expense.  I remember, years ago, how 

deliriously happy we were just to find the name of our 
ancestor’s hometown written on the line of a document.  To 

actually see it in person was awesome! 

 

 Jo (Croat) Beck, WCGS member 

 

The Croatt/Croat family (and especially Carol) have been 

active in the formation of the Luxembourg/American Cultural 

Society which was officially begun in 2006.  Carol and Jo will 

travel to Belgium, WI, in August for the dedication of the 
Cultural Center.  You can find out more about the society at 

www.luxamculturalsociety.org  Ruth Hall 

     _______________________________________ 

Sisters Jo Beck and Carol Kubik with the caretaker of the 

church their ancestors attended in Attert.  Photo by Jo Beck. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.luxamculturalsociety.org/
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Luxembourg Trip (cont) 

Carol Croat Kubik beside old church in Attert.  Photo by Jo 

Beck. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

ANNUAL JUNE WCGS MEETING AND PICNIC 

IN A CEMETERY 
 

On June 15, we met in Hewitt Cemetery in White Oak 
Township.  Ethel and Bernard Smith were there to talk to us 

about the cemetery and to answer questions.  Bernard is a 

township trustee as is Frank Taylor, who also attended with 

his wife, Bernadine, and a grandson.  The weather was 

perfect and the view was beautiful.  Hewitt is an active 

cemetery. 

 

According to our cemetery book, the land for the cemetery 

was donated by settler Moses H. Hewitt after he gave 

permission to a family passing by to bury their small child on 

his land when the child died about 1855.  One of Hewitt’s 
own children was buried there in 1857.  In the fall of 1863, 

six children of the W. A. Eberman family died of diphtheria 

and are buried in the cemetery.  In 1895, the heirs of Moses 

Hewitt quit claimed the two acres of the cemetery to the 

White Oak Township trustees. 

 

Ethel Smith standing beside trustee, Bernard Smith.  Trustee 

Frank Taylor seated with his wife, Bernadine, in second row. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WCGS members at June meeting in Hewitt Cemetery.  Photos 

by Cris Nagla. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some of our members also visited Randolph Cemetery, a 
pioneer cemetery which is the second of the two cemeteries in 

the township.  Randolph, or Adamson, Cemetery also has a 

beautiful view.  There may be as many as 14 old graves in the 

cemetery with the last burial being in 1907 or 1909.  Only a 

few stones or native rock markers still exist.  Almost exactly 

100 years later, in 2008, there was a man buried in the 

cemetery.  So far his grave is unmarked. 

 Ruth Hall 

 

Randolph (Adamson) Cemetery.  Photos by Dolly Flinn. 
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STARBUCK RESEARCHING 
 

Dennis and Ann (Meith) Starbuck of Colorado were 

researching in the Warren County Historical Society library 

recently.  They share a common Starbuck ancestor with 
Thelma Pehrson, retired librarian, who came out to visit with 

them.  Thelma is seated in the middle.  Photo by Jerry 

Beatty. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     _______________________________________ 

39TH ANNUAL FAMILY HISTORY 

CONFERENCE-ST. LOUIS GENEALOGICAL 

SOCIETY 
 

I usually attend this conference because I research in 

Missouri and because it is in the Maryland Heights 

Community Center which is about two miles from the home 
of my father’s only surviving sibling, Aunt Marian.  The trip 

provides a low stress visit with her and a lot of good 

information about genealogy.  Marian is 86. 

 

Registration always includes raffle tickets for something 

from the vendors and then there is a paid raffle that is a fund-

raiser.  In the paid raffle, I won “The Official Guide to 

Ancestry.com”.  In the free raffle, I won the choice of any 

book at the St. Louis Genealogical Society table.  I chose 

“Revolutionary War Bounty Land Grants Awarded by State 

Governments”.  There are 596 double columned pages of 

names with the state where the grant was made, the rank of 
the person, the date of the grant and the amount of land.  A 

good starting point for further research.  There is also 

information about the method of awarding grants which 

varied from state to state.  I’ll be glad to share this book with 

the WCGS members and plan to keep it on my desk at the 

Warren County Historical Society. 

 

Also, I purchased two CDs, which I will loan, of David 

Rencher’s sessions concerning the LDS scanning project, 

and traveling to Salt Lake City.  I will also loan these to 

members. 
 

The evening of the conference I collected another cousin.  I 

have 16 first cousins on the Ross side of the family, and I 

haven’t seen most of them for 40+ years.  The oldest is about  

75 and five of the 16 have died already.  I had written to 

Joann, who lives in the metropolitan St. Louis area, and this 

year my husband and I had dinner with her and her husband.  

I have a picture of the two of us together now.  I have five in 

the Springfield, MO/northeast Arkansas area and if I go to the 

FGS conference in the fall, I will go after them.  I hear one of 

them in Arkansas is a recluse.  I may have to rent a blood 

hound to find him. 
 Ruth Hall 

     _______________________________________ 

A PILGRIMAGE TO THE D-DAY BEACHES 
 

“Uncle Ed” Croat, a man I have known since my childhood, 

was a D-Day soldier and he told us many stories of his war 

years.  After I grew up, I learned that Ed is not really my 

uncle, but my first cousin.  After hearing his stories of the D-

Day invasion and looking at his many books on the topic, I 
have always wanted to see this place.  He was a member of 

the 83rd Infantry “Thunderbolt” Division.  They had 244 days 

of combat during their European tour and they lost over 

15,000 soldiers.  Ed has always felt guilty that he made it 

back alive and those other men didn’t. 

 

Now retired in Liberty, Missouri, he wonders why.  In 1943 

he was a skinny Iowa farm boy who eagerly “joined up” to 

liberate Europe, to save the world from Nazi Germany.  One 

reason he might have made it home was that he was a very 

fast runner.  Another factor was that he was a very good shot.  
He got his practice shooting rabbits and squirrels near our 

hometown of St. Marys in Warren County. 

 

My sister, Carol, and I prepared ourselves for our D-Day 

beaches trip by reading several World War II histories of the 

invasion.  We also watched the classic film of the invasion, 

“The Longest Day.”  This was filmed on location, and it 

really gave us a good idea of what we would be seeing in 

France.  We also watched “Saving Private Ryan,” which is 

about the D-Day invasion.   

 

It was easy to take a train from Paris’s Gare St. Lazare station 
to the beaches.  The trains are clean, safe, and on time.  On 

our way to Caen, we passed through a very rural area with 

many colorful fields of canola.  The canola was in flower, a 

brilliant yellow bloom.  We were surprised that France is so 

agricultural.  We passed many farms, fields, and pastures.  

 

In Caen we picked up our rental car and headed the short 

distance to the Atlantic coast.  The first of the D-Day beaches 

we came to was Arromanches.  This was the location of the 

floating “Mulberry Harbors,” sections of which can still be 

seen just offshore.  This floating harbor was made of metal, 
and it was towed from England during the invasion.  When 

the artificial harbor was installed, the tanks, Jeeps, trucks, and 

other vehicles needed by the Allied war effort could be driven 

onto the beach.  At a shop in Arromanches, we bought a 

reproduction brass “cricket” for $1.50.  As depicted in the 

movie “The Longest Day,” our G.I.’s used these clickers to 

signal each other in the hedgerows during the Normandy 

invasion. 
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A PILGRIMAGE TO THE D-DAY BEACHES (cont) 

The Normandy area is a peaceful, agricultural area, much 

like it was in 1944.  Apples are a major crop, along with 

stock raising and dairying.  There are many “fermes” 

where you can pull into the farmyard and purchase apples, 

cider, or wine.  Another specialty is a distilled liquor called 

calvados, made from fermented apples.  This was a special 

favorite of the D-Day soldiers.   

 
Our next stop was Longues Sur Mer, where the German 

artillery bunkers and remnants of the big guns are still 

there.  We learned that France was occupied by Germany 

for four years, and during that time, many of the French 

were used as slave labor.  Under the direction of Hitler’s 

forces, they built the coastline defenses in Normandy and 

elsewhere along the French Atlantic.  These coastal 

defenses were also built in other occupied countries in 

Europe.  French people of Jewish descent were relocated 

to ghettos or sent to concentration camps.  Other French 

people, mostly men and older boys, were sent to forced 
labor camps, some as far away as Russia. 

 

During our visit in Normandy, we stayed in the charming 

old city of Bayeux, just 5 miles from Omaha Beach.  

Within walking distance of our hotel was the venerable 

Churchill Hotel, where Eisenhower kept his headquarters 

for a time. 

 

We visited the famous Bayeux Tapestry.  This medieval 

masterpiece, dating to the 11th century, is an embroidered 

cloth stretching 70 meters.  It tells the story and gives a 
visual record of the period of William the Conqueror, 

Duke of Normandy, who set off across the English 

Channel to conquer England in 1066.  A short walk led to 

the cathedral that dates back to 1077. 
 

In Bayeux, Caen, and elsewhere in Normandy, you can 

hire every sort of D-Day tour that you want.  There are 

tours of several days, one day tours, and even personal 

tours in vintage Jeeps!  Since we had done a bit of touring 

on our own, we opted for the half day Omaha Beach Tour.  

We wanted to see the place that Uncle Ed had told us 

about. 
 

David, our tour guide, picked us up at our hotel.  Since we 

were there in off-peak season (April), we were the only 

ones on the trip in this van.  David grew up in Bayeux, and 

he proved to be a wonderful guide.  He was very 

knowledgeable, and we learned so much about World War 

II history from him.   

 

We also quizzed him at length about the French culture, 

economy, and other things that we were curious about.  

One thing that he said really stuck with me.  He said, “We 
have often heard that Americans think that the French 

people hate Americans.  This is definitely not true.  Also, it 

is said that we are not grateful for our liberation from 

Germany, but this is not true.”  He pointed to the American 

flags posted all over Bayeux.  “Look at all of the American  

flags there are in my town,” he noted.  “How many French 

flags do you have in America?”  David’s comments made me 

think. 

 

We went to the pill-boxes at Point du Hoc, where American 

Rangers scaled the cliffs to overtake the German defenses.  

Everywhere along the coast there are huge bomb craters still 

evident.  Next we visited the American Cemetery at Omaha 
Beach, where many of the soldier’s graves are marked with 

flowers.  All of this area was deeded by the French 

government as a memorial to the war dead and is now 

maintained by the U.S.  After having visited the D-Day 

beaches, we have a greater appreciation and understanding of 

the sacrifice our soldiers made in 1944. 

 

 Jo Beck  

     _______________________________________ 

PIONEER LIFE 
 

I always knew that pioneer living was rough and often tragic.  

But there is something about standing in a pioneer cemetery 

that attaches emotion to that knowledge. 

 

Try to imagine the sense of emptiness felt by the woman who 

lost all four of her children within a month.  How did she 

manage caring for those youngsters during that month as she 

watched them die one by one (Hewitt Cemetery)? 

 
Or…Why did Mrs. George Cashman die in July of 1863 and 

her four children all die the following September (Eberman 

Cemetery)? 

 

Or what happened when David Dillman died at age five in July 

1859?  Was it connected to the death of his father, Joseph, who 

died in September of the same year (Dillman Cemetery)? 

 

And then there’s the Conklin Cemetery…Seven people with 

the last name of RUSS died between January 1 and January 5 

in 1864.  Their ages ranged from 9-19.  Was there a blizzard?  

Was there an epidemic? 
 

These families were probably only thinking about making life 

better for their generation, but the result of their courage and 

bravery is a better life for the many generations that followed. 

 

Iowa law defines a "Pioneer Cemetery" as one in which there 

have been six or fewer burials in the past 50 years.  There are 

several such cemeteries in Warren County.  We need to honor 

the memories of these ancestors and tell their stories.  

Preserving our pioneer cemeteries is a powerful way to pay 

tribute to their contribution to our heritage. 
 

Juanita Ott, President 

     _______________________________________ 

 

We want to extend our sympathy to the family of WCGS 

member, Caroline Moen, who died June 19. 
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SQUAW CREEK TOWNSHIP CEMETERIES 
The cemetery trustees of Squaw Creek Township in 

Warren County, Iowa, are asking for your help.  They are 

looking for people who are holding deeds or know of 

ancestors buried in the following cemeteries:  Mt. Tabor, 
Indian Valley, and Smith. 

 

They are trying to restore the missing cemetery 

information.  They would like to restore the cemeteries to 

how they used to be and to give the people back the 

respect and dignity that they deserve. 

 

If you have any information on any of the three cemeteries, 

please contact either Dennis Allen at 

dmfd305@mchsi.com or Cris Nagla at 

lily4evr@yahoo.com or phone 515-256-1949. 

     _______________________________________ 

HOW ARE YOU PRESERVING YOUR 

FAMILY HISTORY? 
 

In conjunction with the September program we, would like 

to have members bring examples of how they have 

preserved their family history in ways other than the 
standard binder of family group sheets.  Since we are 

meeting at the WCHS meeting room, we will have plenty 

of room for displays. 

 

Have you used media other than the printed word in 

preserving your family history?  We won't be able to show 

videos except as a display but bring an explanation of how 

you have used audio or visual media if you have done so.  

Any other medium you have used? 

 

The WCHS plans (hopes) to have material on early Warren 

County families on display at the time of the fair.  If you 
would like to loan posters, pictures, or any other material 

for the display, we would be glad to have them.  We might 

be able to use DVDs, or video and audio tapes in 

conjunction with this.  Plans are evolving.  If you bring us 

something to use, do not bring the original for the display.  We 

can make a DVD of an original video for you if you make 

arrangements ahead of time. 

 Ruth Hall 

     _______________________________________ 

Officers 2008 

Elected Officers: 

President Juanita Ott 
Vice President Carla Anders 

Secretary Brenda Morgan 

Treasurer Cathy Miller 

 

Appointed Officers: 

Corresponding Secretary Virginia Wheeldon 

Registrar Ruth Hall 

Historian Dorothy Stearns 

Newsletter Editor Ruth Hall & Judy Richards 

County Fair Superintendents Virginia Wheeldon 

 Brenda King 
Other: 

Immediate Past President Virginia Wheeldon 

IGS Liaison  

IGS Regional Representative Nicoe Hart 

Web Site for Warren County 

 http://www.rootsweb.com/~iawarren 

Indianola Public Library www.HeritageQuest.com 

(Library Card Required) 

Warren County Historical Society 

 www.warrencountyhistory.org 

Active Committees: 
Library Brenda Morgan 

Records/Projects Dorothy Stearns & 

 Peggy Kruse, Obituaries 

Family Records and Surname File Dorothy Stearns 

 & Brenda King 

Nominating  Dorothy Stearns, Chair, 

 & Maxine Weinman & Ruth Hall 

Auditing                       Peggy Kruse & Dorothy Stearns 

WCGS Dues Form 

$10.00 per person or family 

Membership in Warren County Genealogical Society 

 

______ $10.00 for membership (____ individual or ____ family, no distinction in price, but please mark which one.) 

 

Name _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Address _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

               _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Telephone _____________________________________           E-mail ___________________________________ 

Are you interested in helping with any of the following committees: 

 _____ Fair _____ Library _____ Program _____ Special Events 

 _____ Finance _____ Vital Records _____ Cemetery 

 _____ Telephone _____ Publications _____ Family Records 

Comments: 

 

Mail this form to Cathy Miller, Treasurer, WCGS, PO Box 151, Indianola, Iowa 50125 
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