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President's Letter 
 

We had another successful county fair.  Many thanks go out 

to everyone who helped.  It’s time to start planning your 

exhibits for next year.  Don’t wait until June.  Keep the 

entries from this year that didn’t place and that will give you 

a head start for next year.  Set your goals - finish two projects 

each month.  And most important, put them in a place that’s 

easy to remember and find when you are looking for them 

next June.  Let’s have more people competing for the well-

rounded genealogist award.  Now, my plan is to take my own 

advice. 

 

If you visit the genealogy section in the Indianola Public 

Library, you will notice some changes.  The focus of this 

section is local and Iowa genealogy.  Books and folders with 

information about other states have been transferred to the 

Warren County Historical Library.  We are in the process of 

sorting through these.  More information will be provided at 

upcoming meetings. 

 

As I was reviewing recent newsletters, I noticed Adair 

County Anquestors are also working on a cemetery project, 

but theirs is slightly different than ours.  They are compiling 

notebooks with photographs of headstones.  Each cemetery is 

a separate notebook.  Wow!  That sounds like a wonderful 

resource if you have ancestors in Adair County.  It is quite an 

enormous project.  Maybe it is something we could consider 

- in the future - when our current cemetery updates are 

completed (after someone else takes over as President). 

 

WCGS elections are coming up soon.  The nominating 

committee is hard at work.  We are especially looking for 

someone to serve as treasurer.  This needs to be someone 

who can keep the records on computer.  Any suggestions?  

Any volunteers?  We will miss Cathy Miller’s expertise, 

dependability, and accuracy.  Thank you, Cathy, for all your 

hard work. 

 

I am going to be a candidate for President again in 2011.  

You won’t see much of a campaign since my opponents are 

still in hiding, so it should be a pretty clean campaign since 

any mudslinging and negative ads would have to be aimed at 

me.  Actually, I’ve enjoyed being part of this group and 

appreciate all the help and support from everyone. 

 

Enjoy your winter projects!  And in your spare time, get all 

of your pictures identified! 

 

 Juanita Ott, President 

    _______________________________________ 

REMINDER! 

It will soon be time to pay the 2011 membership dues.  

The year begins in January and ends December 2011.  

If you would like to pay at this time, please remit $10.00 

with checks payable to the Warren County 

Genealogical Society (or WCGS) and send it to PO Box 

151, Indianola, IA, 50125, Attention: Cathy Miller, 

Treasurer.  If you have any questions regarding your 

membership dues, please send an e-mail to Cathy at 

MLLGARCAT@aol.com. 

    _______________________________________ 

Calendar: 
 

Tues, Oct 12 7:00 p.m. Board Meeting 

 

Mon, Oct 18 7:00 p.m. REGULAR MEETING 

 Report of the Nominating Committee.  

Roundtable - My Brick Wall or My 

Favorite Ancestor.  At the WCHS 

Building. 

 

Tues, Nov 9 7:00 p.m. Board Meeting 

 

Mon, Nov 15 7:00 p.m. REGULAR MEETING 

 Election of Officers.  Marieta Grissom is 

the speaker on Sanborn Maps.  Location 

to be announced. 

 

WCGS regular meetings are held on the third Monday of 

the month (September through June, except no meeting in 

December).  Board meetings are held at the Indianola 

Public Library. 

     _______________________________________ 
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2010 WARREN COUNTY HISTORICAL 

SOCIETY VOLUNTEERS of the YEAR 

          
 

FROM THE WCHS NEWSLETTER 
Dennis Allen and Cris Nagla have been chosen to be the 

second Warren County Historical Society Volunteers of the 

Year.  Thelma Pehrson, former WCHS Librarian, was the first 

to be chosen in 2008. 

 

Cris began working with the Warren County Historical 

Society when she was looking for information on her family 

history.  Cris lives in Des Moines and does our research for 

library patrons.  She has indexed our probate records, 

obituaries, and library resources.  She enjoys meeting new 

people and helping them discover answers to genealogical and 

historical questions.  She is on the Citizen Cemetery Advisory 

Committee for the City of Des Moines.  She continues to 

preserve cemetery and funeral home records for research use.  

In her spare time, she enjoys spending time with her 

grandson, restoring antiques, sewing, and cooking.  Cris 

collects cookbooks (700 plus at last count), old egg beaters, 

and old books. 

 

Dennis’ roots are in Missouri, Arkansas, and Illinois.  He is a 

Des Moines Fire Fighter and is on the Citizen Cemetery 

Advisory Committee for the City of Des Moines.  On many of 

his days off, he comes to our museum to work with 

computers, provide tours, assist museum visitors, teach 

classes, and perform a variety of handyman tasks.  He and 

Dwight McCormick are creating software programs that will 

simplify recordkeeping for businesses and genealogists.  He 

loves to collect antiques such as old Sunbeam Mix Master 

Mixers, old books, and vintage cars. 

 Linda Beatty 

 

(Both Dennis and Cris are WCGS members.) 

     _______________________________________ 

 

Following are the ribbon winners at the Warren County Fair, 

per the listing in The Indianola Record-Herald, August 18, 

2010. 

 

Senior Division 58 

Photographs 
Ancestral Portrait - 1) Brenda King; 2) Lisa Brown;  

3) Carla Anders 

Family Group Photograph - 1)Brenda Morgan; 2) Brenda 

King; 3) Carla Anders 

Ancestral Home, Barn or Homestead Photographs -  

1) Virginia Nelson; 2) Carla Anders; 3) Melissa O'Brian 

Pictorial Family History Poster or Display Board -  

1) Virginia Wheeldon; 2) Donna Anderson; 3) Carla Anders 

Family Photo Album - 1) Brenda King; 2) Lisa Brown 

Ancestral Church, School or Organization Photo -  

1) Melissa O'Brian; 2) Megan Staude 

Misc. Photograph - 1) Melissa O'Brian; 2) Virginia 

Wheeldon; 3) Maggie Nielsen 

 

Division 59 

Books and Legal Documents 
Diary, Ledger or Letter - 1) Brenda King; 2) Donna 

Anderson; 3) Virginia Wheeldon 

Vital Statistic, Certificate or Record - 1) Brenda King;  

2) Donna Anderson; 3) Mary Mitchell 

Land Document - 1) Donna Anderson; 2) Brenda King;  

3) Carla Anders 

Military or Military Pension Record - 1) Carla Anders;  

2) Brenda King; 3) Virginia Wheeldon 

Will or Probate Record - 1) Donna Anderson; 2) Brenda 

King 

School, Church or Organization Records - 1) Donna 

Anderson; 2) Brenda King; 3) Megan Staude 

Best Collection of Documents - 1) Carla Anders;  

2) Virginia Nelson 

 

Division 60 

Genealogical Research 
Pedigree or Family Tree Chart - 1) Virginia Wheeldon;  

2) Carla Anders; 3) Kandy Beeler 

Collection of Research Material - 1) Melissa O'Brian;  

2) Carla Anders 

Research Notebook - 1) Carla Anders; 2) Donna Anderson; 

3) Lisa Brown 

Genealogical Record Book - 1) Karen Lane; 2) Virginia 

Nelson 

Lineage Chart - 1) Brenda King; 2) Virginia Wheeldon;  

3) Carla Anders 

Time Line - 1) Carla Anders; 2) Megan Staude 

Genealogical Map - 1) Carla Anders; 2) Donna Anderson; 

3) Virginia Wheeldon 

Family Census - 1) Brenda King; 2) Donna Anderson;  

3) Virginia Wheeldon 

True Story Biography or Autobiography - 1) Virginia 

Nelson; 2) Melissa O'Brian; 3) Carla Anders 

Misc. Research Item - 1) Brenda King; 2) Donna Anderson; 

3) Carla Anders 

 

Division 61 

Heirlooms and Artifacts 
Book - 1) Donna Anderson; 2) Virginia Wheeldon; 3) 

Brenda King 

Piece of China or Glassware - 1) Donna Anderson 

Small Household Item or Tool - 1) Brenda King 

Needle Work Item - 1) Donna Anderson; 2) Megan Staude 

Personal Item - 1) Carla Anders; 2) Brenda King 

Bible or Other Religious Item - 1) Brenda King; 2) Megan 

Staude 

Small Toy - 1) Donna Anderson 
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Fair Winners (cont.) 

Artifacts - 1) Donna Anderson 

Simple Display with Genealogical Theme - 1) Brenda King; 

2) Donna Anderson; 3) Megan Staude 

Misc. Item - 1) Donna Anderson; 2) Melissa O'Brian;  

3) Brenda King 

 

Division 62 

Iowa Heritage 

Historical Poster History 

Township - 1) Carla Anders; 2) Juanita Ott; 3) Virginia 

Nelson 

Historical Poster of Lost Art - 1) Carla Anders; 2) Brenda 

King; 3) Melissa O'Brian 

Photograph Depiction Life Early Iowa - 1) Virginia Wheeldon 

 

Junior Division 63 

Pedigree or Lineage - 1) Olivia Anders; 2) Grace Jakes;  

3) Megan Staude 

A Family Picture - 1) Emma King; 2) Megan Staude;  

3) Olivia Anders 

A Family Record Book - 1) Emma King; 2) Megan Staude 

Genealogical Poster - 1) Megan Staude; 2) Olivia Anders 

Map Showing Where Ancestors Lived - 1) Olivia Anders;  

2) Megan Staude 

Photographs Showing Present Home - 1) Megan Staude;  

2) Emma King; 3) Olivia Anders 

     _______________________________________ 

COUNTY FAIR 
 

WOW!  What a fantastic year!  The weather cooperated fairly 

well.  With our fans running, we were comfortable most of 

the time and actually had to shut off fans most evenings.  Our 

corner of the building near the door had good breezes most 

days, too good sometimes as we had to chase papers a few 

times. 

 

Entries were up this year.  We had 146 items.  Eight people 

were awarded the JoAnne Harvey ribbons for 1st timers.  Five 

entrants were over 12 and three were 12 and under.  Some 

juniors entered in the senior classes and did very well against 

seasoned entrants.  Many people stopped by the booth to 

examine our work, and they passed on many comments on 

what they saw. 

 

Congratulations to Donna Anderson and Brenda King.  They 

tied for the WCGS Well-Rounded Genealogist award.  

Theresa Liewer from IGS was our judge this year.  She gave 

us many good tips on improving our stories and told us why 

she thought some items fell short.  There will be no changes 

in classes for 2011, so start now on projects for next year.  

The competition was stiff this year, so stories are a very 

important part of your entry. 

 

As so many of our Warren County Genealogical Society 

members are also members of the Warren County Historical 

Society, we shared a little space for a display showing some 

types of information to be found at the museum library.  We 

also attracted many viewers at our WHO AM I display board.  

We have many unidentified photos in the library so we asked 

the public for assistance.  We successfully identified a few 

of the selected photos. 

 

If anyone has ideas of more things they would like to see in 

the future, please let us know.  See you at the fair in 2011.  

And don't forget to start now on your projects for next year 

and sign up in late June to be able to exhibit. 

 Virginia Wheeldon 

 

           
2010 WCGS Well-Rounded Genealogist Donna Anderson 

and Virginia Wheeldon 

 

           
Virginia Wheeldon with 2010 WCGS Well-Rounded 

Genealogist Brenda King 

     _______________________________________ 

Following are some entries that received ribbons at the fair. 

 

True Story Biography or Autobiography - 1st 

Place w/Blue Ribbon - Virginia Nelson 

 

BERNICE J. RODGERS MCLANDSBOROUGH 
 

Bernice J. Rodgers McLandsborough, the oldest daughter 

of Duward and Maude Glasscock Rodgers, gave her first 

cry of birth on December 19, 1903.  The first of many 

major events that happened during her lifetime occurred 

just two days before.  The Wright Brothers had made the 

first successful flight of the airplane on December 17, 1903.  

By the time Bernice arrived her early Mahaska County, 

Iowa, ancestors, the Comstocks, Hoovers, Glasscocks and 

Rodgers, had made claims, started one of the first mills, 

broken the prairie, established homes and a country school. 

 

During her lifetime many changes of daily living evolved. 

Electricity replaced candles, oil lamps and Aladdin lamps.  

Modern indoor plumbing was a welcome replacement for 

outdoor outhouses.  The horse and buggy was fast being 

replaced by Model T Fords.  By 1903, it was possible to 

travel by train and car to many destinations - so it was  
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Fair Entries (cont.) 

easier to communicate with other people and places.  These 

changes were important in Bernice’s life.  In 1903 the 

majority of labor was still done by physical efforts.  People 

had come a long way from log cabins, dirt roads, and 

fireplaces.  Life was getting easier. 

 

Bernice was probably involved in one of the last horse and 

buggy and car accidents.  The car ran into her and the buggy 

turned over, the horse had to be put down and she hurt her 

shoulder. 

 

Bernice was one of the earliest 4-H club members.  As she got 

older, she helped lead the younger children.  During World 

War II, when Bernice’s oldest daughter was a teenager, she 

was a leader of the Adams Victory 4-H Club. 

 

Her earliest education was at Glenwood Rural School - the 

same school that her father and mother had attended.  She 

graduated from Oskaloosa High School.  Bernice must have 

had good teachers because she was smart and her penmanship 

was beautiful.  

 

When Bernice was a teenager World War I started in Europe.  

She did her part for the war effort-rolling bandages and 

helping grow a garden. 

 

In 1925, Bernice married James McLandsborough.  Their 

home was made with James’ parents.  This home must have 

been happy - they became parents of two sons, Thomas and 

Richard.  In 1930 they moved just a short distance away and 

lived there for over fifty years.  They had two daughters, 

Elaine and Virginia. 

 

After women were given the right to vote, Bernice went out of 

her way to vote on any issue and every election.  She was 

involved with her local community and served on the Johnson 

school board for several years. 

 

Around 1936 this part of Iowa had whole summers of sultry 

scorching heat.  They slept in the yard several nights; it was 

too hot in the house.  When times were hard during the 

Depression, she helped with the family’s income.  Bernice 

sold fresh butter to the local bakery, raised chickens, sold 

crates of eggs and walked clear across town to save pennies 

on the grocery bill. 

 

During World War II, she again did her part-sold war bonds, 

grew a large garden and conserved war-needed products.  Her 

oldest son, Thomas, was in the Marines and if the atomic 

bomb hadn’t been dropped he probably would have been in 

the invasion of Japan.  Richard was in the Air Force during 

the Korea War. 

 

Finally in around 1952, electricity and gravel roads came to 

the McLandsborough farm.  Viewing on TV the first landing 

on the moon, July 20, 1968, was a special event. 

 

Bernice was a hard and busy worker all her life. She was a 

supreme wife and mother. The world was blessed with her 

life. 

Bernice J. Rodgers McLandsborough was the mother of 

Virginia McLandsborough Nelson 

     _______________________________________ 

True Story Biography or Autobiography - 2nd 

Place w/Red Ribbon - Melissa O'Brian 

 

IT WAS A COLD, CLEAR, SNOWLESS 

CHRISTMAS 

Winter 1992 
 

The blustery wind with spits of rain in it reminded me of 

the cold winter to come.  In the newspaper, my eyes rested 

on a Christmas wreath and the strong face beneath it, my 

eyes began to fill with tears, cheeks became wet with 

memories of my favorite Christmas…long ago. 

 

It was a cold, clear, snowless Christmas morning, as we 

sped through town.  We were the only two humans awake, 

for there were no other cars, no people walking the 

sidewalks - only the Christmas lights on houses and trees in 

their windows were blinking and twinkling at us as we sped 

past.  The lights that heralded the birth of a baby, the savior 

of the world. 

 

That was a special Christmas, the only time that my 

maternal Grandfather Kiphart ever came to our home for 

Christmas.  We always got to their home before noon, for 

Christmas dinner, and presents from under their Christmas 

tree on the library table in front of the big window. 

 

Somehow that tree was always a skinny lot reject, never 

more than four feet high.  Yet on that morning it was a 

beauty to behold - favorite baubles and rope that had been 

there as long as I could remember.  Presents beneath 

prettier than I've seen to this day, or so it seems.  Presents 

for my folks, and those we added for Grandpa and Grandma 

K. 

 

Grandma's fragrant Christmas dinner met us at the door, 

and joined the warmth of the dining room and kitchen 

stoves.  Vegetables, hot mashed potatoes with paprika and 

real butter, chicken stewed with the prized un-hatched egg, 

just for me!  Warm pumpkin and mincemeat pie with real 

whipped cream.  Sometimes Grandpa K made his soft, 

pastel Christmas divinity, blue, pink, and white, that melted 

in your mouth.  And to top it all off, my favorite deviled 

eggs on a clear glass plate! 

 

This is a special Christmas, my mother is making the 

dinner.  Mother is nervous and buried deep in turkey, 

dressing, cranberry gel, deviled eggs, vegetables, hot 

mashed potatoes with ole margarine dripping down the 

sides, a splash of paprika sparkling on top.  Our special 

family recipe of fruit compote - waiting in the fridge in 

mother's emerald green sherbet glasses.  The best china set 

on her white lace table cloth.  She's fretting that it won't be 

a "perfect Christmas" after all.  So much depends on how 

this day goes.  Grandpa K may never come to our house 

again for Christmas. 
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It's so quiet, so cold, so clear - it's my kind of Christmas, no 

snow!  There was no snow that first Christmas.  My father 

drives in silence, barely awake after his several cups of 

coffee.  I can see my breath and the exhaust from the car, but 

there is no snow. 

 

Grandpa is as excited as I am.  And not saying much, he looks 

at me, and then out the window.  I wondered if he was waiting 

for Santa Claus too! 

 

It was the only Christmas Grandpa K spent with us.  The day 

wasn't perfect after all.  But for me…it was a perfect 

Christmas, my favorite Christmas of all! 

 

I can FEEL that cold, clear morning we rode back together in 

the car from my mother's home town with Grandpa by my 

side… 

 

Still close to me, Grandpa's arm around my shoulder, his 

hand on my arm.  His body warmth making me feel safe, and 

warm, on a cold, clear, Christmas day in Iowa.  With every 

stop light we passed blinking…red, and green…Merry 

Christmas, Merry Christmas.  Merry Christmas, Grandpa K! 

    _______________________________________ 

True Story Biography or Autobiography - 3rd Place 

w/White Ribbon - Carla Anders 
 

BIOGRAPHY - SAMUEL HENNING 
 

Samuel HENNING was born 1 Nov 1863 in County Armagh, 

Ireland.  He was one of thirteen children born to John 

HENNING and Mary EMERSON.  As they reached 

adulthood, Samuel and many of his siblings emigrated from 

Ireland to the United States and Australia.  They, along with 

millions of other young Irish men and women, left Ireland in 

the post famine years seeking a better way of life and an 

escape from the poverty of their homeland.  Around 1880, at 

the age of 17, Samuel found his way to Bourbon County, 

Kansas, where his brother John had immigrated in 1871.  

Samuel and John would spend the rest of their lives in 

Bourbon County.  Samuel’s sister Hannah immigrated to 

Brisbane, Queensland, Australia; his sister Rebecca 

immigrated to San Francisco County, California; and his 

sister Sarah immigrated to California before moving to 

Manchester, Connecticut. 

 

Samuel joined Modern Woodmen of America (MWA) on 

December 30, 1897, belonging to Camp No. 1364 located in 

Hiattville, Bourbon County.  MWA was a fraternal benefit 

society that offered death benefits to its member’s families.  

Samuel may have been drawn to the MWA by watching drill 

teams that marched in “Rainbow Parades” starting in the mid 

1890s.  Formed in Hutchinson, Kansas, they became 

nationally known for entertaining crowds and were a great 

tool for promoting new membership. 

                          

Samuel married Winnie Maude TANNER 3 Dec 1898 in 

Fort Scott, Bourbon County.  Winnie was born 16 Jul 1882 

in Marmaton Township, Bourbon County, to William 

David TANNER and Sarah Caroline ARNETT.  Over the 

next 25 years, Samuel and Winnie became the parents of 12 

children all born in Marmaton Township:  

1. Thomas “Tom” William (28 Oct 1899) 

2. Gladys Frances (20 Aug 1901) 

3. Mary Rebecca (27 Sep 1903) 

4. George Frank (4  Jul 1905) 

5. Samuel “Sam” Harold (20 Jan 1907) 

6. Sarah “Sally” Ann (12 Apr 1910) 

7. Ruby Dorothy (19 Mar 1912) 

8. Ruth Hazel (27 Feb 1914) 

9. Raymond Floyd (12 Jul 1916) 

10. Alta Pearl (13 Aug 1918) 

11. Walter Lee (28 Apr 1922) 

12. Nona Katherine “Kay” (10 Sep 1924) 

 

Samuel was elected a Director for the old Schofield School, 

District #37, Bourbon County, from April 1913 to April 

1916 and again from 1919 to 1922.  He lived within ½ mile 

of the school and with so many of his own children 

attending the school, it makes sense he would take an 

interest in the running of the district. 

 

Between 1919 and 1925, Samuel watched joyously as his 

three oldest children married and began producing 

grandchildren.  Gladys married Ralph Paul 

HOUDESHELL, 20 Aug 1919; Tom married Katherine 

Ester WYCOFF 12 May 1920; and Mary married Fernando 

Earnest MUNOZ about 1920.  The grandchildren he got to 

play with: 

1. Sylvania Maude MUNOZ (28 Feb 1921 Kansas) 

2. Lloyd Henry HOUDESHELL (28 Mar 1921 Hiattville) 

3. Raymond Dale HENNING (20 Sep 1921 Bourbon 

County) 

4. Mary Lucilla “Bea” MUNOZ (8  Feb 1923 Kansas) 

5. William Lee HOUDESHELL (27 Jun 1923 Marmaton) 

6. Fernando Earnest MUNOZ Jr (29 Aug 1924 

Oklahoma) 

7. Lillia Bertice HOUDESHELL (11 Oct 1924 Hiattville) 

8. Laura Nadine HENNING (12 Jan 1925 Fort Scott) 

 

Samuel died 6 Dec 1925 in Redfield, Bourbon County, of 

organic heart disease with coronary embolism,
 
and was 

buried three days later in Mt. Orum Cemetery, Bourbon 

County.  He missed the births of two more grandchildren by 

mere months: 

1. Addia Lee “Deenie” MUNOZ (24 Feb 1926 

Oklahoma) 

2.  Daniel Ralph “Junior” HOUDESHELL (24 Mar 1926 

Oklahoma) 

 

Of course the family kept growing through the years as 

each of Samuel’s remaining children married and began 

families of their own.  When Winnie died 20 Sep 1958 in 

Boring, Clackamas County, Oregon, her obituary stated  

“…she left behind 12 children, 51 grandchildren, and 42 

great-grandchildren”. 
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Samuel Henning was my great-grandfather.  His oldest 

daughter, Gladys Frances Henning-Houdeshell, was my 

maternal grandmother. 

 

This is an excerpt from the biographical sketch I am writing 

on Grandpa Sam for my NGS Home Study course.  These 

types of sketches make you really learn the history of the 

places, organizations, and events your ancestor experienced.  

They help build a broader picture of the life and times of your 

ancestor so you can almost get to know them.  You definitely 

learn more than just the basic vital stats which are one 

dimensional.  They also help you identify the types of 

information you are missing and help round out your research.   

 

Not being a verbose writer, I struggle with this form of 

genealogy; however, I find my family enjoys it more than the 

dry facts of a pedigree chart or family group record.  And 

since my goal is to preserve, educate, inform, and entertain 

my family… sigh! 

     _______________________________________ 

Simple Display w/Genealogical Theme - 1st Place 

w/Blue Ribbon - Brenda King 
 

          
 

This is a display of some of my maternal grandfather's (Fred 

Burton Marsh) that showcases part of his life.  He was born 

March 26, 1896 to Jesse and Mary Jane (Major) Marsh and 

lived his whole life in Warren Co., Iowa.  He married Goldie 

Mae King on October 10, 1929 and of this union 1 child was 

born, my mother, Bonnie Mae Marsh (Clark).  Farming was 

their way of life and I wanted to display just some of that life. 

 

Things that are included in this display are:  my maternal 

grandfather's birth certificate, my maternal grandparents 

marriage certificate, a wedding day photo of both of them, a 

picture of my mother when she was 5 years old, a 1915 and a 

1930 census record, various farm photos from years past 

including a picture that was taken in 1973, after grandpa 

passed away, of the barn that is still standing today.  The 

horse collar that frames these memories, was also used by my 

grandfather for his work horses.  Their farm was located about 

3 miles south of Carlisle, Warren County, Iowa. 

     _______________________________________  

From the Iowa City Genealogical Society newsletter and used 

with Anne's permission. 

 

CHANGE EVERYWHERE IN GENEALOGICAL 

WEB SITES 
 

If you use Ancestry.com, FamilySearch.org, Footnote, or  

NewEnglandAncestors.org, you’ve noticed changes 

designed to make research easier. 

 

Ancestry.com, a subscription site, revised its site to 

encourage collaboration among researchers working on the 

same ancestors.  If you have a family tree on the site, you’ve 

noticed green leaves blinking next to names in the tree if 

information that seems to be relevant has been found.  You 

can compare what you have with the new information and 

decide whether to accept or reject it. 

 

FamilySearch.org is working on a complete revision of its 

site, which is free.  A new beta site is available now: 

http://beta.familysearch.org.  It has a new clear format and 

indicates that the final version will have user forums and 

other ways to collaborate with other researchers. 

 

Footnote, which gives researchers access to original 

documents, particularly Revolutionary War and Civil War 

service records, has been improving the visibility of the 

documents.  It charges a fee for access to the full site, 

though some searches are free.  For example, a collection of 

Civil War maps may be viewed for no charge.  Footnote’s 

partnership with the National Archives is resulting in 

outstanding sources and photos online. 

 

AmericanAncestors.org, a new web site of New England 

Historic Genealogical Society, replaces 

NewEnglandAncestors.org.  This signifies a growing 

geographical area of coverage for NEHGS, as well as the 

organization’s desire to spiff up its site—though it’s still in 

early days and you may find typos in headlines and such 

that will be corrected later.  In addition to 25 million more 

entries on New England ancestors, the site will include 

extensive New York and Middle Atlantic names.  NEHGS 

has grown to almost 26,000 members. 

 

Archives.com is developing its own entry in the 

genealogical web site race.  It costs less than Ancestry.com 

and might be a way for a beginner to start out for less 

investment.  It has a starter kit that includes all forms 

needed to begin research. 

 Anne Tanner 

     _______________________________________ 

CLASS IN INTERNET GENEALOGY 10/23 
 

Dennis Allen will teach a course in basic internet genealogy 

at the Warren County Historical Society from 12:00 - 3:00 

on Saturday, October 23.  The course is free and can be 

taken as a walk-in but registration ahead of time is 

appreciated.  E-mail lily4evr@yahoo.com or call WCHS at 

961-8085 or Dennis at 256-1949.  You can bring your own 

lap top if you wish.  Wi-Fi is available. 

     _______________________________________ 

WARREN COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

LIBRARY 
 

Some of the researchers at the library and the surnames they 

were researching are:  Chris Straight - Weston, McGuire, 
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Judkins; James Price - James Doud (1806-1893); Brenda King 

- King, Marsh, Harken, Clark; Owen and Valerie Sampson - 

Sandy and Trimble families; Peter Danforth - Brommel, 

Judkins, Sutton, Hatcher, Flesher, Wood; Ellie Rankin - 

looking for the obituary of Elizabeth Jackson who died in 

1890 and is buried in the Indianola Cemetery.  She was the 

mother of Jacob Jackson and Sarah Taylor Jackson Flanagan. 

     _______________________________________ 

NEWS FROM IGS 
 

Fall Conference is October 8-9!  The theme is "Resources 

Close to Home" and the featured speaker will be Gail 

Blankenau of Lincoln, Nebraska.  The conference will be 

located at IGS and at the State Historical Society of Iowa 

across the street.  Five archivists and librarians from the State 

Historical Society will present programs and there will be 

tours of the state archives and photographic collection.   You 

can register online at www.iowagenealogy.org or call them at 

515-276-0287. 

 

During the conference, there will be a Garage Sale Fundraiser.  

Donations are needed - no clothing.  Contact Margaret Foster, 

foster@mchsi.com, or call IGS. 

 

Also during the conference, there will be a Fundraiser Raffle.  

You can win a beautiful Ethan Allen cherry wood desk chair 

or a lovely handmade afghan.  Tickets are $2 each or 6 for 

$10. 

 

Oct 14 - Lives & Times, 7 pm - "The Japanese American 

Experience in WWII." 

Oct 16 - Introduction to Italian Research, 1:30 am to 1:30 pm. 

Oct 19 - Irish Interest Group, 7 pm. 

Oct 21 - Legacy Users Group, 1 pm. 

Oct 21 - Beginning Internet Genealogy, 6-8 pm. 

Oct 23 - Book signing by Jo Kline Cebuhar to launch "So 

Grows the Tree - Creating an Ethical Will."  Jo will donate $5 

to IGS for each book purchased at the signing at the Sheraton 

West Des Moines. 

Oct 26 - Norwegian Interest Group, 7 pm. 

Nov 6 - Beginning Genealogy, 10:30 am - 12:30 pm. 

Nov 6 - Introduction to Quaker Research, 1:30 - 3:30 pm. 

Nov 6-7 - Research Slumber Party. 

Nov 11 - Intermediate Internet Genealogy, 6-8 pm. 

Dec 4 - Genetic Genealogy - DNA Testing, 10:30 am - 12:30 

pm. 

 

For more information, check the IGS web site or give them a 

call (see conference info above). 

 

The last issue of the IGS newsletter announces that the "Raise 

the Roof" fundraising has been successful and the roof repair 

has been completed.  You can download a copy of this last 

newsletter at the IGS web site. 

     _______________________________________ 

THOUGHTS FROM CUTTING DOWN A TREE 
 

Crash!  With a final cut of the saw, the tree crashed to the 

ground, creating a resounding thud and a deep gouge in the 

hillside below. 

 

Dave and I have recently had a couple trees cut down.  While 

helping clean up the resulting tangled mess of leaves, twigs, 

and branches, I started thinking about our family trees.  Then, 

of course, my mind wondered even deeper. 

 

Our family trees start small.  Then they grow with 

nourishment and new branches develop.  As genealogists we 

often dissect parts of our family tree to better understand how, 

when, where, and why the tree grew in the direction it did.  

We seek to know when, where, and why a new branch started.  

We wonder when, where, and why a branch broke or died.  

We research the trees that become intermingled with our tree, 

and we even investigate the neighboring trees.  One may be 

an oak, another a maple, or an ash, or an elm, it doesn’t 

matter.   

 

We hired a professional to cut down our trees because he has 

experience, he knows how to cut and rope the branches to 

land in the right place, and he is very safety conscious.  

Professionals are defined in many different ways.  They may 

have formal education or be self-taught, sometimes they are 

simply experienced.  In our genealogy work sometimes our 

best sources are those who have worked directly with the 

records for years.  They may be the people in the court house 

or the local historical society.  But, sometimes we need to see 

new perspectives.  Classes and conferences are an excellent 

way to learn from other experts.  Genealogy offers many 

opportunities to learn on local, state, regional, and national 

levels. 

 

One of the trees we had cut down provided some much 

appreciated shade, but in the long run we determined that it 

would be cheaper to have the tree removed than to pay the 

deductible on our insurance if the tree damaged our garage in 

a storm.  In genealogy we also have to make concessions.  

Sometimes we simply can’t afford to make this trip or to 

attend that conference.  However, there are often alternatives.  

The nationally-known speaker may be coming to a location 

near us.  Or, we can find someone in the distant location who 

will help us with our research there. 

 

Wow, look at all the ways my mind wondered as we cleaned 

up the mess from our tree: 1) researching our family tree, 2) 

defining and working with professionals, and 3) seeking 

alternatives when concessions need to be made.  And, I 

thought I was just going to help Dave. 

 Marieta A. Grissom, CG 

(Marieta will be/was one of the presenters at the North Star 

Genealogy Conference in South St. Paul, MN, October 1-2.  

Her topics are "Timelines-Putting Life's Events to Work" and 

"Untangling Census Records:  A Case Study."  - Ruth Hall) 

     _______________________________________ 

NEWSLETTER EXCHANGE 
 

The Poweshiek County Society is involved in trying to 

renovate the 1915 jail building in order to turn it into a county 

historical museum.  They have been busy removing counters, 
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computer desks, cables, and wires.  A fireplace has been 

uncovered, and they even found hardwood floors under carpet 

and underlayment. 

 

The Lucas County newsletter published an article featuring 

Jay Douglas DeYoung, written by Ev Brightman.  Both 

names are very familiar to us here in Warren County since Jay 

has been our county fair judge several times in the past and 

Ev Brightman is a former member. 

 

Jasper County is raising money to buy a new microfilm 

reader/scanner/printer for their library in order to replace the 

one that “bit the dust.” 

 

Des Moines County Genealogical Society Quarterly reported 

that the Burlington Pubic Library Foundation is sponsoring its 

ninth annual Genealogy Workshop on Saturday, April 9, 

2011.  The speaker will be Michael John Neill of Illinois.  His 

topics will be “Court Records; Organizing Your Online 

Database Searches; I Found It, Now What?, and Brick Walls 

from A-Z.” 

 

Story County Genealogical Society’s website was made a 

public one in May.  The web address is:  

sites.google.com/site/storygenealogy/. 

     _______________________________________ 

REGIONAL AND NATIONAL EVENTS 
 

Oct 8-9 - IGS Annual Fall Conference in Des Moines.  

Register at www.iowagenealogy.org.  Also see IGS news. 

Oct 30 - Greater Omaha GS Conference.  

www.gogsmembers.wordpress.com 

May 11-13, 2011 - NGS Conference, Charleston, SC, "Where 

the Past is Present." 

July 27-Aug 1, 2011 - Warren County Fair. 

Sept 7-11, 2011 - FGS Conference, Springfield, IL, 

"Pathways to the Heartland." 

 

The Waterloo Public Library has a series of genealogy 

programs through the month of October.  All are free but all 

require registration.  This year there will be programs by 

Mike Karsen and Megan Smolenyak Smolenyak "live via 

Skype" along with several other programs.  Check the web 

site at www.waterloo.lib.ia.us. 

     _______________________________________ 

MEMBER PROFILE - CARLA ANDERS 
 

Carla is a very busy lady with her fingers in many pies.  She 

is a wife, mother of three kids involved in 4-H and school 

events, church activities, and many genealogy activities.  You 

get the picture?  Carla lives in Liberty Center, Iowa, with her 

husband, who works for the State of Iowa, and their children.  

She is an Information Technology Project Leader for Pioneer 

Hi-Bred in Johnston. 

 

Carla has a BSBA in Computer Information Systems and 

BSBA in Accounting from Central Missouri State University 

(now known as the University of Central Missouri).  

Currently she is participating in the Heartland ProGen  

(Professional Genealogy) Study Group and the NGS Home 

Study Course.  She is working toward her BCG certification 

(Board for Certification of Genealogists). 

 

Carla has been researching her family tree since 1977.  In 

2008, she received our county fair WCGS Well-Rounded 

Genealogist award.  She is currently WCGS VP, IGS VP, 

MoSGA (Missouri State Genealogical Association) 

Educational Director, member of Association of Professional 

Genealogists (APG), and member of National Genealogical 

Society (NGS).  Carla does lectures and classes on DNA 

testing, various software packages, beginning genealogy, land 

research in the US, online researching for those new to 

computers, magazines available to aid family history 

researchers, and sharing and preserving photos and 

documents.  She also writes articles for "Genie 101" in the 

MoSGA Journal; and "My Favorite Websites," "Upcoming 

Educational Events," and "Iowa Genealogical Society News" 

in the WCGS newsletter. 

 

Carla is researching the following surnames:  Applegate, 

Arnett, Baldridge, Ball, Bibler, Bollin, Bryant, Byram, 

Cabbell, Cheadle, Deck, Etherton, Emerson, Epperson, Funk, 

Goldwin, Gonce, Hand, Heir, Henning, Horton, Houdeshell, 

Lewellin, McNamee, Pearson, Powell, Rawles, Ray, 

Rodabaugh, Routon, Scott, Tanner, Wells, Wilkinson; 

Anders, Barnhart, Jones, Mallory, Reed, Rush, Schoonover, 

Wilson, Yates; Stansill, Palone, Sanders, Springston, 

Harnage, Puryear.  Research leads her to Arkansas, Delaware, 

Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Maryland, 

Michigan, Missouri, North Carolina, Nebraska, New Jersey, 

New York, Ohio, Oklahoma, Oregon, Pennsylvania, 

Tennessee, Vermont, Virginia, West Virginia, Wisconsin, 

Louisiana Territory, England, Germany, Greece, Ireland, and 

Wales. 

 

Carla's advice to others - IDENTIFY ALL YOUR SOURCES 

SO YOU CAN FIND THEM 10 YEARS LATER WHEN 

YOU NEED TO REFER TO THE ORIGINAL AGAIN! 

 

Carla, how many hours do you have in your day? 

 Virginia Wheeldon 

     _______________________________________ 

LIFE STORIES 
 

Everyone has a story to tell their families and friends.  I am 

looking for the basics of your story.  So far I have only 

highlighted life stories of a few local members.  I would like 

to hear from all of you.  To those of you who live away from 

Warren County and out of state, how many of you have been 

members from the early years of WCGS?  If you read the 

story on Carla Anders, you may notice it is more in depth than 

my usual stories.  I gave Carla a list of basic questions which 

included some of the answers I already knew about her.  She 

added or corrected my listing, then went on to include more 

about her life that I didn't know. 

 

Here are some basic facts to get your memories flowing: 

 

Your name, family, residence, occupation, education, how 

long have you been researching and how did you get started,  
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special interests or achievements, hobbies, your favorite 

advice to newbies, how long have you been a member of 

WCGS, anything else you care to share with us.  If you want, 

you can e-mail the answers to v.wheeldon@mchsi.com or 

send a letter to Box 151, Indianola, Iowa 50125.  You can use 

simple answers, phrases, etc., and I will complete the story.  

Hope to see you in our upcoming newsletters. 

 Virginia Wheeldon 

     _______________________________________ 

MEMBER MOVED 
 

Long time member, Dorothy Stearns, has made the move to 

Des Moines.  Her contacts are:  1710 Campus Drive, Apt. 

3416, Clive, IA 50325; 515-221-4546.  We will miss seeing 

her at the meetings.  We will also miss her help - she had been 

in charge of obituaries and surnames and was the historian.  

She also served on the auditing and nominating committees. 

     _______________________________________ 

NOVEMBER PROGRAM 
 

On her recent trip to the Library of Congress in Washington, 

D.C., Marieta Grissom digitally photographed the Sanborn 

Maps of Indianola.  These original maps are in color and what 

we see on the internet is in black and white.  She will talk 

about the origin of the Sanborn Maps and their availability 

on-line.  The maps show structures in urban areas and are 

very useful to genealogists. 

 Ruth Hall 

     _______________________________________ 

NEW MEMBERS 
 

Eleanor Sherman from San Jose, CA, and Ellie Rankin from 

Green Valley, Arizona, have joined WCGS.   

     _______________________________________ 

 

Officers 2010 

 

Elected Officers: 

President Juanita Ott 

Vice President Carla Anders 

Secretary Donna Anderson 

Treasurer Cathy Miller 

Appointed Officers: 

Corresponding Secretary Virginia Wheeldon 

Registrar Cathy Miller 

Historian Virginia Wheeldon 

Newsletter Editor Ruth Hall & Judy Richards 

County Fair Superintendents Virginia Wheeldon, 

 Brenda Morgan 

Other: 

Immediate Past President Virginia Wheeldon 

IGS Liaison Carla Anders 

IGS Regional Representative Nicoe Hart 

Web Site for Warren County 

 http://www.rootsweb.com/~iawarren 

 www.warrencountyhistory.org/genealogy 

Warren County Historical Society 

 www.warrencountyhistory.org 

Indianola Public Library www.HeritageQuest.com 

(Library Card Required) 

 

Active Committees: 
Library Brenda Morgan 

Cemeteries Virginia Wheeldon & Juanita Ott 

4-H Project Brenda King 

Records/Projects 

Family Records and Surname File 

Nominating (Open Position), 

 & Brenda Morgan & Ruth Hall 

Auditing                       Peggy Kruse 

 

WCGS Dues Form - Due now for 2011 

$10.00 per person or family 

Membership in Warren County Genealogical Society 

 

______ $10.00 for membership (____ individual or ____ family, no distinction in price, but please mark which one.) 

 

Name _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

               _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Telephone _____________________________________           E-mail ___________________________________ 

We are offering members the opportunity to receive the newsletter by e-mail.  Please check one of the following responses. 

 

Yes, I would like to receive the newsletter by e-mail _____. 

No, I would like to continue receiving the newsletter by regular mail ________. 

Comments: 

 

 

 

Mail this form to Cathy Miller, Treasurer, WCGS, PO Box 151, Indianola, Iowa 50125 
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